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The lLexas Clompany 


Transporter, Refiner, Distributer 
of Texas, Louisiana and 


Oklahoma 


Petroleum ** Products 


HIGHEST GRADES UNIFORM QUALITY 


GASOLINES AND NAPHTHAS 


ILLUMINATING OILS GAS OILS LUBRICATING OILS 


TEXACO ROOFING 
TEXACO FUEL OIL 


(Complying with all Government and Navy Specifications) 


TEXACO ASPHALT FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


OVER 99 PER CENT PURE BITUMEN) 
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WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


Everything for Oil Wells 


Write for quotations on your requirements or send us your open orders—they will be filled at bottom 
prices, in a manner that will please you. 








THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CO.,, sis‘antosic 


«y SAN ANTONIO 








REPUBLIC SUPPLY COMPANY 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 


-_-___-—-§STORES ——-~---~ 
OKLAHOMA— TEXAS— LOUISIANA— 
Tulsa, Wilson, Yale, Houston, Humble, Shreveport, 
Wirt, Haskell Electra, Burkburnett Mansfield, Oil City 











Dreadnaught Line—Dreads No 


Competition 
- “The Mark of Quality’’ 








Rotary Drilling and Fishing Tools Whittier Patent Tool Joints 
Parkersburg Rig IronsandWoodwork Baker Patent Casing Shoes 


Pumping Jacks Repair Parts for All Makes Slush Pumps 
Heavy Duty Engine Lathes-Power Gas Pumps 


Ask Nearest Dealer or Write to 


Beaumont Iron Works Company 


Beaumont, Texas, U. S. A. 
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MR. PRODUCER, do you want to save money, or are you con- 


tented with marketing less than 88 per cent of the oil that comes 
from your wells? 


WITH WARTIME PRICES COMING, do you want to take 
advantage of the experience of a big oil company and the observa- 
tions of a practical oil man whose work is saving his company 
thousands of dollars per year? 


“Economical Lease Management in Gulf Coast Fields’ is the title of a clear, 
practical and moneysaving article written for the Gulf Coast Oil News by John 
R. Suman, chief engineer of the Rio Bravo Oil Company (Southern Pacific) and 
printed in serial form some time ago. It is now out in pamphlet form, making 
20 pages, illustrated with actual photographs of things described in it. It is not 
guess work—not the theory of a man who deals solely in theories, but a man 
who has proved up his theories. 


DO YOU KNOW That in the Gulf Coast fields alone, 1,500.000 barrels of crude oil are 


being WASTED by improper use as fuel oil, and tha ithat waste can be 
cut down to less than a third? 


DO YOU KNOW That the common field steam engine and pump are the most wasteful 
types of prime movers? 


DO YOU KNOW How much you are wasting by using certain forms of storage? 


DO YOU KNOW That the standard rig to pump a well is the most expensive of methods 
and that there are several other methods cheaper and more efficient? 


DO YOU KNOW That much money can be saved by proper methods of handling oil with 
sand in it, and 


DO YOU KNOW What this proper method is? 
YOU CAN KNOW All this and much more that will help you save money. 
IF YOU ARE NOT A PRODUCER BUT INTEND TO BE 


You can learn much from this article which will save you money in the 
way of securing the proper machinery and equipment. 


The cost of this booklet is $1.00, postage prepaid. Send remittance 
by check, money order or cash to 


THE GULF COAST OIL NEWS 


FOSTER BUILDING, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Do Not Bury Your Light 





MERICA, in the hysteria which is sure to 
A sweep the country to some extent now that the 
war has come, and which is sweeping the ‘coun- 
try to a certain degree already, may well learn 
the lesson England, France and the other Allies learned 
after a costly experience. A man who is educated to 
carry on developments along lines calculated to in- 
crease the efficiency of the nation in the way of new 
discoveries of war implements, who is equipped to 
hunt for fields of minerals that will aid in bringing the 
war toa successful end, ot who is educated and trained 
to carry out engineering projects that will save the 
lives of other soldiers, is worth more to his country as 
a skilled workman in his own profession under Gov- 
ernment orders than he is on the firing line with a rifle. 
On the firing line the man who has no education is as 
good as the man who can build a railway bridge or the 
man who can locate a new oil field. 

A number of geologists, men of experience, are re- 
signing their positions with their companies and are 
enlisting for service in the navy, army and aviation 
corps. The spirit they are displaying is the spirit that 
one would expect to find among full-blooded Ameri- 
cans. But the men who enlist to carry a rifle, who 
have enrolled in the officers’ reserve corps, for service 
in the infantry or cavalry branch of the army, or who 
have taken up service in the aviation corps, are bury- 
ing their talents under a bushel. They can be of better 
service to the Government in positions where their 
education and training can be called into use. 





It is only a few days ago that we heard one geolo- 
gist say that, although he has never had experience 
making military maps, and probably would have to be 
trained as to what constitutes the strategical value of a 
position, he felt confident that he could map off a terri- 
tory as good as the average army officer, if not better. 
And he wasn’t “bragging” either. That man would be 
of infinitely more value in the engineering corps than 
in the navy or the infantry or cavalry branches of the 
army service. 

But he probably would be of even more value to his 
country if assigned to the Department of the Interior 
and put to work on discovering and developing re- 
sources of the nation which -will contribute to the suc- 
cess of the war far more than would the few bullets 
which might be fired from his rifle if he enlisted as 
a private. 

The Department of the Interior is looking for just 
such men and it wants them badly. 

England sent her best men, her technically educated 
men, to the front in the first flush of war, because 
England had the volunteer system and the best always 
go first. But England has recalled her skilled men— 
after their ranks were wasted with war. And she has 
learned that a German bullet can kill in an instant a 
man that it has taken fifteen or twenty years to train, 
and that she hasn’t the fifteen or twenty years in which 
to train others to take their place. 

Your country needs you. Enlist. But don’t enlist 
where your training will avail your country nothing. 
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Humble Suffered Big Loss in Production 
During Last Seven Days 


The average daily production at Humble during the past 
week was distributed approximately as follows: 


Producers Oil Company .......... 8.850 barrels 
Republic Production Company . 5,250 barrels 
Gulf Production Company ........ 1,650 barrels 
ge | ae a ar 600 barrels 


Invincible Oil Company .......... 1,500 barrels 
Southern Petroleum Company . 6,890 barrels 
Onalaska Oil Company 100 barrels 





DEICIMBUNONG: annGGsbuudascsesesex 1,940 barrels 
BNPBL onwioicccdanhevs once sn kobeere er erpels 
Total last week ..........+....».26,900 barrels 


This shows a loss of more than 2,000 barrels, the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company alone losing 1,650 barrels per day. This 
loss, however, was occasioned principally by No. 184 Land- 
slide stopping her flow of 1,400 barrels per day. Several 
other wells also decreased and contributed to the Producers’ 
loss. The other companies showed little variation from last 
week. Next week it is very probable that Humble’s daily 
average production will be up considerably, as by that time 
the Producers Oil Company expects to have old No. 184 
back in. 





Came Back Making 8,000 Barrels 


“Old Faithful,” the Producers Oil Company’s No. 184 Land- 
slide, which astonished the Humble field about two years 
ago, resents being interfered with. The well, which has pro- 
duced between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 barrels of oil since 
it came in making 18,000 barrels of oil from a depth of 3,000 
feet, has gradually declined in production until last week 
it was making but 1,400 barrels per day. 

It was decided to go into it and re-set the strainer. Tues- 
day they went into the well to pull the strainer and the well 
came back on them, producing at the rate of 8,000 barrels 
per day. It flowed for about 12 hours and then stopped 
flowing. They are now re-setting the strainer and expect a 
good well when the strainer is in. 

This well is, without doubt, the largest producer in the 
entire Coastal country. There was originally 220 feet of 
strainer in it. 





Humble Drilling Report 


The Producers Oil Company is drilling in the second No. 
10 Burt 50-acre tract at 2,250 feet. The same company is 
drilling in No. 13 Koehler at 2,535 feet. 

The Singleton Ranch Oil Company is drilling in No. 2 
Singleton Ranch at 1,300 feet. 

The Sun Company, in No. 20 River, set 6-inch at 2,970 feet 
and is waiting for it to cement. No. 21 River is drilling at 
1,910 feet. 

The Atlantic & Gulf Petroleum Company is drilling in No. 
4 Bodeman at 655 feet. 

The Invincible Oil Company is drilling No. 56 Hermann at 
1,200 feet. 

The International Oil Company’s No. 3, Bender, is drilling 
at 1,325 feet. 

On the Bodeman tract, west of Humble, the Satsuma Oil 
Company is drilling at 1,200 feet. 

The Onalaska Oil Company is drilling at 3,025 feet in No. 
5 House. 

The Delta Oil Company’s No. 1, Bender, is reaming to set 
strainer at 2,300 feet. 

The following are derricks: 

Producers Oil Company’s Nos. 217 and 219, Landslide: 
Producers Oil Company’s No. 185, Mason; National Oil & 
Refining Company’s No. 8, Wimberly; Permit Oil Company’s 


‘ 
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No. 1, House; Huffstuttler Oil Company’s No. 2, Hermann: 
Pyramid Oil Company’s No. 3, Morris; Three-Acre Oil Com 
pany’s No. 3, Hermann. Tri-State Oil Company’s No. 2, 
Slaughter, is a location, as is the Brazoria Oil Company’s 
No. 4, Hirsch. 

The Leland Oil Company has abandoned its location for 
No. 4 Hirsch. 





Several Small Pumpers 


The Producers Oil Company completed three small pump- 
ers during the week. No. 184 Mason was finished at 875 feet 
and is good for five barrels on the pump. No. 162 Harrell 
was finished at 780 feet and is a 15-barrel pumper. No. 142 
Hermann, completed at 780 feet, is good for 10 barrels on thx 
pump. No. 143 Hermann is setting up. 

The Smith Oil Company finished No. 6 Eckols and it is 
making 10 barrels on the pump from 1,140 feet. 

The Gulf State Oil Company abandoned No. 2 Marshall at 
3,400 feet. No. 4 Marshall is a location. 

The Interstate Oil Company has completed two good pump- 
ers recently. No. 21 Pool and No. 22 on the same lease are 
good for 20 barrels per day each, and the company is pre- 
paring for further developments as soon as the material 
can be secured. 





Three Wells Near Completion 


The Southern Petroleum Company has set strainer in No. 2 
Landslide at 1,500 feet and is bailing. 

The Gulf State Oil Company has set strainer in No. 1 Tay- 
lor at 3,650 feet. 

The Grant Oil Company is bailing No. 1 Williams at 
2,175 feet. 

The following are shut down: 

W. F. Cleveland’s, Trustee, No. 1, Eckols, 1,180 feet; Jack 
Rose Oil Company’s No. 4, Landslide, 1,140 feet. 





Set 100 Feet of Strainer 


Humble-Tex Petroleum Company set about 100 feet of 
strainer in the Morris-Pyramid No. 1. They expect to com- 
plete this well within the next two days. 


Another Dividend 


Another large dividend will be declared in the next few 
days by the Southern Petroleum Company operating at Hum- 
ble, it is understood. The company declared a 50 per cent 
dividend two or three weeks ago. 





Dividend of 400 Per Cent 


A cash dividend of 400 per cent was declared by the West- 
Virginia Oil Company at a meeting of its directors held 
Friday. The company is capitalized at $25,000. 

Forty-six days ago the West-Virginia Oil Company’s well 
on the Adey at Goose Creek came in, making about 10,000 
barrels per day. The well is now making 5,500 barrels per 
day, and has produced in the neighborhood of 250,000 to 290.- 
000 barrels of oil in that time. Goose Creek crude is quoted, 
credit balance prices, at 90 cents per barrel, but it is un- 
derstood that the West-Virginia people are getting better 
than $1 per barrel for their oil. 

Officers of the company are: J. M. West, president; D. 
R. Beatty, vice-president; E. H. Coombs, secretary and treas- 
urer. H. Prince and Hugh Hamilton are directors. 





Will Buy or Sell 


Houston Oil Company 
Humble Oil Company 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 


Pierce-Fordyce Oil Ass’n 
Texas Company 
West Virginia Oil Co. 


NEUHAUS & CoO. 


STOCKS : BONDS : NOTES 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Goose Creek Suffered Decline of About 3,000 
Barrels From Last Week’s Average 
Goose Creek’s daily average production was distributed 
approximately as follows during the past week : 
Gulf Production Company ............. 10,000 barrels 


Se Se | on a ere 9,000 barrels 
Humble Oil Company ............0..-- 4,000 barrels 
WHOSE VAG ONIN on ooo secs ie. eiecese:vin'ersio ee erece: 5,500 barrels 
Gia OTe oS See eye earners 500 barrels 
SMR CCONIBANY hie 5:d66s's sos serse bieewinw os 600 barrels 
Onondaga Petroleum Corporation...... 1,250 barrels 
Gult ‘Coast Oil ‘Company: iii: ccscass ss 600 barrels 
Empire Gas & Fuel Company.......... 200 barrels 
Houston Oil Fields Association........ 250 barrels 
INEISGQ MI ATIOOUS. © 55:50). 5 c.siess cleousierdiereloawlviets 800 barrels 

5] ET | 0 ee eR 32,700. barrels 
Ota laste WERIS- o 6) Seke laces sau ape 35,400 barrels 


Goose Creek’s decline during the past week was about 3,000 
barrels, average daily production. Unless several big wells 
are completed during the next few days, the decline will be 
considerably greater next week. There were only three flow- 
ing wells completed at Goose Creek during the past seven 
days, and the largest had a production of about 1,700 barrels 
per day. Several wells were completed, but which a few 
weeks ago would have been gushers, will have to be put on 
the pump before they will produce. 


Looking to the Bay 

Goose Creek is now awaiting more completions in the bay 
with much interest, because it is believed that many good 
wells will be brought in in that part of the field. Tabbs Bay 
and other bodies of water contiguous are beginning to be 
dotted with derricks. Simms-Sinclair are already drilling 
down to where oil may be expected at any time, and it is 
entirely possible that still other thrills at Goose Creek are in 
store in the near future. 

There is more activity at Goose Creek than invall of the 
12 other pools of the coastal belt combined. This activity 
does not consist solely in wells drilling. Air plants, treating 
plants, etc.. are being constructed and everything else found 
in a big oil field will be found at Goose Creek. 


Two Gassers 


Goose Creek’s biggest gas well in some time was the 
Simms-Sinclair interests’ No. 7, Sweet, which came in from 
the 2,000-feet stratum last Tuesday. They had set strainer 
and had washed the well when it blew out with the wash 
pipe still in the hole. It ran wild, making several million 
cubic feet of gas, until it was shut in Wednesday. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 10, Gaillard, which blew 
out about ten days ago, came in again early in the week as 
a small gas well. It will be drilled deeper. 





Best Well of Week 


Goose Creek’s best well of the week was the Humble Oil 
Company’s No. 3, Ashbel Smith, which came in from the 
2,000-feet sands, making around 1,700 barrels per day. It 
came in Thursday morning. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Company-Huffstuttler interests finished 
No. 3 Gaillard Thursday and it is flowing at 500 barrels from 
the 2,920-feet sand. 

The Gulf Production Company completed two pumpers, 
Nos. 6 and 7 Prather, both in the 2,600-feet sand. 

The Goose Creek Petroleum Company’s No. 2, Gaillard, was 
completed during the week and is being put on the pump. It 
is good for an excellent pumper. The same company is in- 
terested in a well on the Wright tract, which is preparing to 
set strainer in the 2,600-feet sand. 

The Gulf Production Company completed No. 8 Wright-A 





The Houston Stock Exchange 





has enlarged its quarters in the Foster Building and 
increased its working force. This change was neces- 
sitated by its growing business and we extend a hearty 
invitation to all our customers to come and visit us. 
We also wish to remind you that we are handling the 
stocks of all reputable companies and are ready to give 
you our best attention, whether you contemplate a 
large or small investment. We likewise specialize in 
oil leases. 


STOCKS FOR SALE 


Associated Oil Co. 

Central Goose Creek Co. 
Deep Sand Oil Co. 

Goose Creek Petroleum Corp. 
Graceland Oil Co. 

Great Southern Oil Co. 
Houston Deep Well Co. 


Houston Goose Creek Co. 
Humble Oil Co. 
Humble-Sour Lake Oil Co. 
Humble-Sour Lake Oil Ass’n 
Imperial Petroleum Co. 
Southern Petroleum Co. 
And other good Stocks. 


STOCKS WANTED 


Great Southern 
Southern Petroleum 


West-Virginia 
Houston Goose Creek 
National Oil & Gas Co. 


Quotations Subject to Change without Notice 


HOUSTON STOCK EXCHANGE 


405 Foster Building, Houston, Texas 





at 2,600 feet, and it is flowing at the rate of 400 barrels 
per day. 

C. T. Rucker is building standard rig for his No. 3 Me- 
Farland-Gydeson, which was completed in the 2,600-feet sand 
last week. 

The West-Virginia well continues to hold up at 5,500 bar- 
rels per day, but it has begun to make a small amount of b. s. 
Friday it was making about 5 per cent b. s. 





Drilling Report 


The Producers Oil Company’s No. 1, Jones, is drilling at 
3,040 feet. The same company’s No. 1 Bailey is fishing at 
1,920 feet. . 

The Agmerican Production Company’s Nos. 1 and 2, Jones, 
are fishing. No. 1 Peliy of this company is shut down, and 
No. 1 Blackwell Peninsula is still fishing. No. 2 Blackwell 
Peninsula is a derrick. 

The Onondaga Petroleum Corporation’s No. 3, Gaillard, is 
shut down at 2,500 feet. 

The Empire Gas & Fuel Company is preparing to drill No. 
1 Adey at 2,830 feet. The same company’s No. 3 Adey is 
drilling at 2,720 feet. No. 4 Adey is drilling at 2,275 feet. 

The Associated Oil Company’s No. 1, Adey, is drilling at 
2,330 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company is still fishing in No. 2 and No. 
8 Gaillard. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 2, Beaumont Petro- 
leum Company in the bay, is fishing. No. 5 Beaumont Petro- 
leum is sidetracking stuck pipe at 2,300 feet. No. 6 Beaumont 
Petroleum is drilling. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 11, Minnie Gaillard, is 
drilling at 1,960 feet. No. 12 on this lease is drilling at 800 
feet. No. 13 Gaillard is drilling at 1,880 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 5, Tabb, is drilling at 
1,600 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 1, Black Duck Bay, is 
drilling below 1,500 feet. 

The Simms-Sinclair interests are reaming to set strainer 
in No. 6 Sweet at 2,600 feet. 

The Simms-Sinclair interests’ No. 8 on this lease is drill- 
ing at 2,300 feet. 








———— 
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No. 4 Ashbel Smith of the 
drilling at 2,280 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 5, Busch, is drilling 
at 2,750 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 7, Wright-A, is drill- 
ing at 2,600 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 7, Stateland-Produc- 
ers, is drilling at 2,500 feet. 

No. 6 Briggs of the Gulf Production Company is drilling 
at 2,600 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company is drilling at 2,800 feet in 
Tabb-A-8. Tabb fee No. 7 of the Gulf is drilling at 2,800 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 1, Matthews, is drill- 
ing at 2,450 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 2, Gaillard Fee, is 
drilling at 2,550 feet. This is an offset to the West-Virginia 
well. 

The Gulf-Humble Oil Company’s No. 3, Rucker-Schilling, 
is drilling at 2,500 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 10, Tabb Fee, is drill- 
ing at 2,750 feet. 

The Mid-Field Oil Company’s No. 3, F. H. Scott, is drill- 
ing below 2,600 feet. 

No. 1 Ashbel Smith of the Simms-Sinclair interests is 
drilling at 3,450 feet. 

Staiti et al.’s No. 2, Duke, is drilling at 2,300 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 2, Dannenbaum, is drill- 
ing around 3,100 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 4, Ashbel Smith, is drilling 
at 2,400 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 2, 
drilling at 2,340 feet. 

Simms-Sinclair are drilling around 2,200 feet in No. 1, 
Spillman Island. 

The Republic Production Company is sidetracking at 1,900 
feet in No. 1 Jones. 

Simms-Sinclair are drilling at 2,550 feet in No. 11, Minnie 
Gaillard. No. 12 on this lease is drilling at 2,300 feet. 

No. 14 on the Minnie Gaillard of the Simms-Sinclair in- 
terests is drilling at 2,370 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 7, Beaumont Petro- 
leum, is.drilling at 1,975 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 1, Wright, is drilling 
at 880 feet. No. 11 Wright of the Gulf Production Company 
is drilling at 1.845 feet. 

No. 8 Prather of the Gulf Production Company is drilling 
at 2,100 feet. No. 9 on this lease is drilling at 600 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s Gaillard Fee No. 1 is drill-s 
ing at 1,375 feet. 

No. 2 Traders of the Gulf Production Company is drilling 
at 1,900 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 2, Churchill-Gaillard, 
is drilling at 1,600 feet. No. 8 Churchill-Gaillard-A is drill- 
ing at 1,900 feet. 

No. 4 Stateland of the Gulf Production Company is drilling 
at 800 feet. 

No. 5 Ashbel Smith of the Gulf Production Company is 
drilling at 1,600 feet. No. 6 on this lease is drilling at 850 feet. 

No. 4 Gaillard Fee of the Gulf Production Company is drill- 
ing at 850 feet. No. 5 on this lease is drilling at 950 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 1, Houston Smith, is 
drilling at 800 feet. 

No. 2 Hoffman-Gaillard-A, the second well on the Great 
Southern lease, is drilling at 600 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 5, Ashbel Smith, is drilling 
at 1,000 feet. : 

The Humble Oil Company’s No. 1, Hoffman-Gaillard, is 
drilling at 1,800 feet. 

Simms-Sinclair’s No. 15, Minnie Gaillard, is drilling at 1,700 
feet. The same interests’ No. 9 Sweet is drilling below 1,800 
feet. 

The Simms-Sinclair interests are drilling No. 5 Ashbel 
Smith below 1,900 feet. 

Producers Oil Company’s No, 4, Isenhour, is drilling at 
2,100 feet. No. 5 on this lease is drilling at 1,850 feet. 


Simms-Sinclair interests is 


Hoffman-Gaillard, is 
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The Sun Company’s No. 4, Ashbel Smith, is drilling at 
1,350 feet. 

The Onondaga Petroleum Corporation is drilling at 1.600 
feet in No. 2 Wright. 

The West-Virginia Oil Company’s No. 3, Dolen, is drilling 
at 2,000 feet. The West-Virginia Oil Company’s No. 2, Wicks. 
is drilling at 1,800 feet. 

The Laguna Oil Company is drilling No. 1 Goose Lake at 
900 feet. 

The Mid-Field Oil Company’s No. 1, Adey, is drilling at 
900 feet. 

The Imperial Petroleum Corporation has started drilling 
on its 20-acre Black Duck Bay lease and expects to start 
drilling on its two-acre lease on the Isenhour within the 
next few days. 





Derricks 


The following are derricks: 

Humble Oil Company’s No. 1, Beaumont Petroleum: Hum- 
ble Oil Company’s No. 16, Gaillard; Producers Oil Company's 
No. 7, Isenhour; American Production Company’s No. 2, 
Blackwell Peninsula; Atlas Oil Company’s Nos. 1 and 2. 
uae Onondaga Petroleum Corporation’s No. 1, State- 
and. 


About the Pipe Situation 


“If a change for the better does not come in the pipe situ- 
ation within the next four months—and all the changes ap- 
parent are for the worse instead of the better—there will be 
but few rigs running in coastal fields by that time,” remarked 
a well known Goose Creek oil man this week. 

“In the various fields over the State the pipe in old wells 
is being pulled and used again. This practice has been see- 
ing more usage within the last 20 days than ever before in 
the Gulf Coast country, and probably will see even more use 
within the next 60 days. At Goose Creek, Humble and Sour 
Lake, not to mention numerous , wildcat propositions, casing 
is being pulled in wells that are not good producers. It won't 
be long until operators will be paying no attention to small 
pumpers, but will pull casing as soon as it is seen they are 
not big producers.” 


os 
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Two Killed 


Andrew Lemon, an oil well shooter, and Fred Baker, oil 
field worker of Okmulgee, were blown to pieces Monday 
morning when 80 quarts of nitro-glycerin which they were 
taking to the Baldhill field, were exploded by a jolt to their 
automobile. 


TANK CARS 


FOR LEASE 


Twenty in Number 











Ready for delivery latter part of May. Guaranteed delivery 
not later than June 10th. These are new cars. Never been 
used. About 8,050 gallons capacity, all steel, double rivited, 
center anchorage. ‘Tested sixty-pound water pressure. Com- 
ing within latest M. C. B. requirments. 

These are my personal property and I will lease for one, two 
or three years. Wire or write for particulars. 


R. ELLIOTT JONES, Vice Pres. and Gen’! Mer. 


Dixie Oil & Refining Co. 


Reference: FROST NATIONAL BANK, San Antonio, Texas 











Thompson & Hillyer 


WELL EQUIPPED MACHINE SHOP 





ESTABLISHED IN 1906 


OIL FIELD SUPPLIES 








SOUR LAKE, TEXAS 
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Pumpers Completed 


The Lake Oil Company’s No. 15, Herbert, is pumping 200 
barrels and the company is rigging up for No. 16. 

The Gulf-Humble Oil Companies have a small pumper in 
their No. 22 Hardin County. It is 2,320 feet deep. 

The Gulf Production Company’s No. 33, Tarver-Hardin, is 
pumping better than 200 barrels per day. 

The Producers Oil Company is bailing No. 290 Fee, an old 
well, at 3,260 feet and it is showing water and oil. No. 291 
Fee also is bailing and is showing some oil. It is 2,325 feet 
deep. 





Wells Drilling 


Bradley, trustee, is drilling No. 2 Meacher at 2,460 feet in 
rock. 

The Creek Oil Company is drilling No. 2 Jackson in gumbo 
at 1,800 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company is drilling No. 35 Tarver- 
Hardin at 2,125 feet in rock. The same company’s No. 36 
Tarver-Hardin is drilling in rock at 1,850 feet. 

Holt et al. are fishing for drill stem in their test at 2,275 
feet. 

The Lake Graham Oil Company’s No. 13, Bashara, an old 
hole, is sidetracking at 2,000 feet. 

The Lake Oil Company’s No. 18, Bashara, is drilling in 
gumbo at 1,800 feet. 

On the Hardin County tract the Gulf-Humble Oil Com- 
panies are drilling at 2,290 feet in oil sands in No. 21 Hardin. 


This may be a completion by the time this reaches the reader. 
No. 23 on this lease is drilling in hard sand at 2,300 feet. 
No. 4 set 6-inch casing at 2,010 feet and has cemented No. 5. 
No. 25 cemented 6-inch casing at 2,368 feet. 

Simms-Sinclair are fishing in No. 1 Moreland. They lost 
a bit and collar at 2,175 feet. 

The Pevito Oil Company, on land purchased from the 
Wyatt Oil Company, is drilling in No. 1 Davis in gumbo and 
boulders at 750 feet. 

The Theis Oil Company’s No. 1, Hardin County, is drilling 
in gumbo at 2,800 feet. The same company’s No. 7 Jackson 
is drilling in shale and sand at 1,175 feet. 

The Forest-David Oil Company is sidetracking No. 2 Mc- 
Shane at 2,450 feet. 

On the Gilbert the Yount-Lee Oil Company is drilling in 
clay at 400 feet in No. 2. 

The Lake Graham Oil Company is rigging up for its No. 
15 Bashara. 

The Producers Oil Company’s No. 292 Fee is sidetracking 
6-inch at 2,375 feet. The depth of the hole is 2,584 feet. No. 
293 Fee is drilling in sand and boulders at 1,400 feet. 

The Producers Oil Company’s No. 1-A, Merchant, is drill- 
ing in hard sand at 3,382 feet. Ashe No. 2 is making good 
progress. It is drilling at 1,425 feet. 


——ee 


Sour Lake Oil Men Have Turned 
Ship Builders 


Allie H. Tarver, president of the Tarver Oil Company, and 
Ed Paggi, also an officer in that company, have turned ship- 
builders. They have organized the Tarver Ship Building 
Corporation, capitalized at $150,000, with Beaumont as head- 
quarters. The Tarver Oil Company last fall sold 80 acres of 
its holdings at Sour Lake for $1,500,000. 

Mr. Tarver is backing the company with practically all of 
his money, and is very optimistic as to the success of the 
new enterprise. “We will be able to do anything we want 
to if conditions warrant it as we grow in the business,” said 
Mr. Tarver late in the week. 

The new company has purchased the properties of the Beau- 
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To Oil Field Operators and 
Steam Users 








for service. 


traps, etc., complete. 


1 Light Rotary rig—complete. 
3 Standard skeleton pumping rigs. 


602 Carter Building 





1 60 H. P. Casey & Hedges fire box boiler with stack, practically good as new 


1 45H. P. National Special Boiler with stack, etc., nearly new. 
1 Steam dry kiln—consisting of 26,000 feet of l-inch pipe with long collars— 
steel dry kiln trucks, necessary tee rails, fittings, connections, steam 


5000 Feet of 2-inch tubing, good as new for service. 


2 Carloads of all kinds of valves, fittings and connections. 

6 10-6-12 drilling pumps—overhauled and in perfect condition. 

500 lbs. of pump and steam packing, core center and also square packing. Best in 
the market at a price which will save you money. This packing is brand new. 


Will be glad to have your orders or inquiries for any of the above material. 


Houston Salvage & Supply Company 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Phone Preston 4918 
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mont Shipyard Company, which will be materially improved 
by the addition of more modern machinery and other equip- 
ment, 


Additional land adjoining the Beaumont shipyard has been 
acquired, giving the company a frontage of 500 feet on the 
Neches River and facing the turning basin, considered by 
shipbuilding experts to be the most ideal shipyard site avail- 
able on the gulf coast. The property is free from storm and 
overflow and the width of the channel at that point furnishes 
a natural basin for the launching of ships. 

With its additional land, the Tarver Company has suf- 
ficient space for erecting two schooners of from 1,000 to 4,000 
tons capacity, and when the two boats now being built are 
out of the way, the yards will accommodate five ships of 
this size. 

As soon as organization was perfected, the corporation 
tendered its services to the Government and it is probable 
one or two wooden ships will be built for Uncle Sam’s trans- 
Atlantic fleet. 

Mr. Storhough, who will manage the plant, has been con- 
nected with the shipbuilding business since a boy, having 
started to work on his father’s shipyard at Stavanger, Nor- 
way, when nine years of age. Although he is a native of 
Norway, he has lived in the United States since he was 15 
and has worked in many of the largest shipyards in the coun- 
try, including those at Perth Amboy, N. J.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Portland, Ore., and other American yards. He also worked 
for two years in the large shipyard at Sidney, Australia. He 
was one of the builders of the schooner Marie Louise, the 
first deep sea craft ever built in Beaumont. For the past ten 
months Mr. Storhaugh has been in Beaumont, having pur- 
chased the interests in the Beaumont shipyard formerly held 
by the late Captain Christoffersen. He is a thoroughly ex- 
perienced shipbuilder and officers and members of the new 
corporation feel they are fortunate in securing him to man- 
age the new plant. 

The Incorporators 


Incorporators named in the charter of the Tarver Ship 
Building Corporation are A. H. Tarver of Sour Lake, Adrian 
Moore of Waco, Ed Paggi of Beaumont, M. Storhaugh and 
Robert E. Hardwicke. They constitute the board of directors, 
while the officers are: A. H. Tarver, president; Ed Paggi, 
vice president; R. E. Hardwicke, secretary and treasurer. 

At some time in the future, when the demand justifies it, a 
large dry dock will be built, and the company will also take 
up the construction of steel vessels after the big steel plant 
is established at Beaumont. For the present, however, only 
wooden ships will be built and all kinds of marine repairs 
handled. 

The new company will build oil barges and will endeavor 
to secure contracts from the Government. As the Govern- 
ment has announced that it intends to build or buy 1,000 
ships within the next few months, it is probable that Mr. 
Tarver’s company will get all of the work from the Govern- 
ment that it can handle. Work will start on the first vessel 
of this company late this month or early in June, according 
to present plans. 


Enjoined From Turning Salt Water Into Bayou 


A temporary injunction restraining a number of oil com- 
panies and oil operators at Sour Lake, Batson and Saratoga 
from allowing salt water from their oil wells to run into 
Pine Island Bayou, was granted last Saturday by Judge E. 
A. McDowell at Beaumont. The petition for the injunction 
was filed by J. E. Broussard, Beaumont Irrigation Company 
and Neches Canal Company. These complainants alleged 
that the turning of salt water into the bayou ruins its water 
for irrigation purposes, and they claim a grant from the Gov- 
ernment which gives them the use of the water to irrigate 
rice crops. 

The following are the defendants: 

Lake Oil Company, Lynn Oil Company, Gilbert Oil Com- 
pany, Acorn Oil Company, Minor Oil Company, Gulf Pro- 
duction Company, The Sun Company, McNamara Oil Com- 
pany and Ed Paggi of Jefferson County; Producers Oil Com- 
pany, Rio Bravo Oil Company, Tarver Oil Company, of Har- 
ris County, and against M. F. Yount of Hardin County, and 
the officers and agents of each in Hardin County. 


_—— 
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Please mention The Gulf Coast Oil News when answering 
columns. 


advertisements found in its 
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Saratoga Holds Up Well in Daily Production 


Saratoga is holding up well in production, the daily ayer- 
age ranging around the 2,400-barrel mark. 

The Dr. Goolsbie Oil Company is drilling below 1,000 feet 
in the Petty tract; setting 6-inch at 940 feet. 

The Sun Company is preparing to put No. 125 on the pump. 
Strainer was set at 1,328 feet. 

The Cotton Oil Company abandoned its well at 744 feet. 

The Sun Company’s No. 126, on the Petty, is drilling below 
500 feet. 

The Rio Bravo Oil Company is drilling below 1,700 feet in 
its test No. 269, B. B. B. & C. 
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Mexican Petroleum Production 


The Mexican Petroleum Company is the largest producer 
in Mexico. It has produced about 70,000,000 barrels of oil 
since it has been in operation; 7,500,000 barrels of this 
amount have been produced since February a year ago. 
Mexico’s total production is placed at about 125,000,000 bar- 
rels. Up to December 21, 1911, the total production of the 
Mexican Petroleum Company’s Ebano group of properties 
was placed at 10,653.822 and of the Casiano wells 10,706,981 
barrels. Up to February 1, 1916, total Ebano production was 
16,337,836 barrels, an increase of 5,684,014 barrels since De- 
cember, 1911. Up to February 15, 1916, total production of 
Casiano was 45,709,335. This was a total of slightly more 
than 62,000,000 barrels up to February of last year. Pro- 
duction of about 7,500,000 barrels since then make a total of 
69,500,000 to 70,000,000. 

*, 
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Regulation During War Time 


The Council of National Defense is considering recom- 
mendations concerning the petroleum resources of the nation 
and best measures to be taken to regulate them to the de- 
mands of the country. A statement will be issued soon on 
this subject. 

Chairman Bernard M. Baruch of the advisory commission, 
has called into conference at Washington leaders in the in- 
dustry, to make investigation concerning the supply of raw 
material to be had at short notice. Growing out of this 
conference will be an oil committee to include all branches, 
such as producers, refiners and large consumers. 

It is believed by those in close touch with the committee 
that recommendation will be made to the Department of the 
Interior for the opening up of new fields for home con- 
sumption and the working of the naval reserves for oil to 
be used by war vessels and the thousands of wooden crafts 
under construction. 

While the government will need a large supply of oil of 
all grades, it is believed that the committee will be able to 
work out some plan which, with the observance of. strict 
economy in domestic use, will prevent any serious restric- 
tion in the oil market of the country. 











WANTED 


Back Copies of the Gulf Coast Oil News 


No. 1, dated October 14, 1916 
No. 2, dated October 21, 1916 
No. 14, dated January 13, 1917 
No. 15, dated January 21, 1917 


We will pay 15 cents each for these back copies. 


Address GULF COAST OIL NEWS, 
Goggan Building, Houston, Texas 



































Government to Give Out Important 
Announcement on Cracking Process 











It is announced by the Bureau of Mines, Department of 
the Interior, that the petroleum chemists in its employ, con- 
tinuing their laboratory experiments on the production of 
gasoline by the vapor phase (Rittman) process, will soon give 
to the technical public information of importance from a 
commercial point of view, the work having developed valu- 
able indications as to the theory and mechanism of the 
cracking process. 

The type of laboratory size furnace originally used was 
modified in several important details, through which the ac- 
curacy of its operation has been notably increased. Sev- 
eral oils were studied which were representative of types of 
cheap fuel available in different parts of the country. The 
temperature range favorable for the commercial production 
of gasoline was shown to be between 550 degress C (1022 
degrees F.) and 600 degrees C. (1112 degrees F.) This range 
was studied for each 10 degrees C. interval. Pressures be- 
tween 1 atmosphere and about 14 atmospheres (200 pounds, 
gauge reading), were also studied and the effect of the 
rate of oil flow was noted. The yields of gasoline were 
measured and the quality of this product studied. 

A bulletin is now being prepared which takes up these 
experiments in detail and which gives the conclusions drawn 
from the results obtained. 


o, 
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Venezuela Pays for Gasoline 


Consul James R. Daly, La Guaira, Venezuela, reports that 
gasoline has reached its maximum price in Venezuela, 8614 
cents a gallon in 10-gallon lots, or $8.65 for a ten-gallon 
case. The gasoline is imported from the United States. The 
normal price is from 50 to 60 cents, and the present high price 
is due to the fact that the supply is getting low, and to ship- 
ping conditions. 
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Decrease in Mineral Oil Exports 


During the month of March the total exports of mineral 
oils from the United States amounted to 210,110,702 gallons, 
valued at $16,272,472, as compared with 220,197,853 gallons, 
valued at $16,272,472 for February, according to the prelimi- 
nary report of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce issued May 2nd. 

For the nine months ending with March the exports of all 
mineral oil was 2,069,875,884 gallons, valued at $161,959,333, 
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compared with 1,831,405,873 gallons, valued at $116,085,303, for 
the similar period of the previous year. 

For March the exports of various classes of oil was as fol- 
lows: Crude oil: 16,378,585 gallons, valued at $596,573, com- 
pared with 11,592,069 gallons, valued at $504,095 for March, 
1916. Illuminating oil : 59,898,456 gallons, valued at $4,011,801, 
compared with 83,900,397 gallons at $5,621,686 for March, 
1916. Lubricating oil: 21,248,195 gallons, valued at $3,831,882, 
compared with 18,899,546 gallons at $2,863,635 for March, 
1916. Gasoline, naphtha, etc.: 24,506,324, valued at $5,396,916, 
compared with 29,644,240 gallons, valued at $5,321,984, for 
March, 1916. Residuum, fuel oil, etc. ; 87,979,142 gallons, valued 
at $2,902,445, compared with 76,161,601 gallons, valued at $1,- 
970,072 for March, 1916. 

The gains over the previous March are in crude petroleum, 
lubricating oil and residuum as to quantities, and the only 
loss in value is in illuminating oil exports. 


——$_—$____— 
° 


E. H. Bailey Dead 


E. H. Bailey of Houston, a well known oil man, died at a 
local hospital last Sunday after an illness of several months. 
He was a brother of W. H. Bailey, also an oil man, who 
held extensive submerged acreage at Goose Creek. 

Mr. Bailey was a native of North Carolina. He was the 
son of the late Judge W. H. Bailey of Salisbury. He was 
born May 4, 1863, and moved to Texas in 1883. For some 
time he was identified with the old Houston Street Car Com- 
pany as its secretary and then became purchasing agent for 
the Southern Cotton Oil Company, now the Fidelity. 


W. S. Barrett Dead 


W. S. Barrett, attorney for the Producers Oil Company, 
with headquarters in Tulsa, died May 3rd, and was buried 
at Morillton, Ark. Mr. Barrett died from a tumor on the 
brain. Some months ago he made a trip to New York City 
for an operation, but physicians there, after an examination, 
held out no hopes for his recovery. Mr. Barrett was 32 years 
of age and left a young daughter, his wife having died a 
year or so ago. He had been with the Producers Oil Com- 
pany for a number of years, coming to Tulsa from Houston, 
Texas. 
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Rankin, Cox & Company 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND AUDITORS 
We Specialize in Handling, Adjusting and Auditing the Aecounts 
of Oil Companies 


609 Union Nat’l Bank Bidg. Houston, Texas Phone Preston 5449 
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BUREAU OF MINES’ ANNOUNCEMENT 


The announcement made by the United States Bureau of 
Mines to the effect that a bulletin will be issued shortly in 
an improved process of cracking distillate, is not unexpected. 
The announcement, received in a special letter from the 
Bureau to The Gulf Coast Oil News last Monday, merely 
recites that it will be “important from a commercial point of 
view,” and further states that “several oils were studied 
which were representative of types of cheap fuel available in 
different parts of the country.” 

But the fact that the announcement is not unexpected does 
not lessen its interest. The original Rittman process has not 
been a commercial success, and a dispatch last week stated 
that the first plant built to try the process is about to go into 
the hands of a receiver. But it is conceded that there is 
“something to the Rittman process,’ and it may be the 
Bureau has succeeded in taking the good and developing it 
into something which will get a bigger gasoline yield from 
oil, and at the same time cost within moderate bounds. 

Dr. Rittman’s claims for what his process will do may be 
true, hut the average American has much of the “show me” 
spirit in him. It is to be earnestly hoped that the bulletin 
covers some discovery with a real punch in it. 

2, 
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AT HOME AGAIN 


Last week we told you we were going to move, and this 
week we are going to occupy a similar space to tell you that 
we're already moved and nothing was lost in the moving 
but a few hours time. 

Our new home is the front of the sixth floor of the Goggan 

, 
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Building, where we occupy about two or three times the room 
we had at our former location. Here we have more facilities 
for putting out a better magazine than we have in the past, 
and we shall take advantage of every opportunity to give our 
readers “Oil the News Oil the Time.” 


2, 
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OIL BILL IN SENATE 


The Senate Committee on Public Lands has before it thre 
bills relating to oil interests. They are the Walsh general 
leasing bill, similar to the measure advocated by him in the 
last session of Congress; a bill by Mr. Walsh to grant relief 
to the oil operators on public lands in California, and a })j]| 
introduced by Senator Gronna providing that all deposits of 
phosphate, oil asphaltum or natural gas in lands within the 
United States or Alaska for which patents have not been 
earned shall be reserved from all forms of entry, appropri- 
ation and disposed except under the provisions of this Act 
which provides for rights to be obtained on such lands for 
prospecting for and producing minerals. 

The committee has not considered any of these bills during 
the present session but suggestions have been made that the 
scarcity of oil may properly make these bills war measures, 
which would bring them into the class of legislation to which 
the extra session is being devoted. An obstacle to their pres- 
ent consideration is the fact that they will provoke extended 
debate. However, if the scarcity of oil becomes acute owing 
to the enormous demand it is likely a movement will be begun 
to open up for oil exploration and development the vast pub- 
lic area—Oil City Derrick. 
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BUYING OLD WELLS 


Up in Ohio junk dealers are buying old wells outright, and 
they are paying more for the second-hand pipe than it cost 
when it was new. But even then the junk dealers make a 
profit. 


°, 
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BUILDING CAMPAIGN IS ON 


The response of the American people to the Government’s 
requests for subscriptions to the “Liberty Loan” and the re- 
sponse of the American shipbuilders to the Government's 
plans for the construction of 1,000 wooden ships in the imme- 
diate future, must be gratifying not only to the administration, 
but to our allies as well. 

The ink on the newspapers announcing the Government’s 
desire for the ships had hardly dried until all over the nation, 
at points where ships can be constructed, men were organiz- 
ing shipbuilding corporations and placing their facilities at 
the disposal of the United States Government. The Gulf 
Coast country will, of course, be in a better shape to handle 
shipbuilding orders than almost any other part of the nation, 
although in the past the Gulf Coast country has not taken 
advantage of the splendid opportunities offered in a ship- 
building way. 

At Beaumont there are now several ships building, and it 
is expected that within the next few months that not less 
than 30 ships will be built in Beaumont’s vicinity. This 
means that there will be an increased market for heavy oil 
engines, and that there will be a corresponding increase in 
the consumption of heavy oil as fuel. 

In a trade journal the statement was made recently that 
ships relying on oil engines for their motive power are not 
as liable to attacks from submarines as steam or sailing ves- 
sels. The reason ascribed is that submarines, lying low on 
the water, do not have a long range of vision; therefore, they 
must depend on locating their prey by the trailing smoke a 
steamer leaves. A ship propelled with a gas engine or oil 
engine leaves no betraying trail of smoke. 

As it is understood that the 1,000 vessels called for by the 
Government will use oil engines as motive power, it is be- 
lieved that the submarine menace will be lessened to a great 
extent on these new ships. 
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Light Rains Help But Supply Shortage 
Hinders More Each Week 


Light rains have helped progress throughout the North 
Texas area, during the past week. However, the water 
shortage is still a long way from being overcome. Many 
wells were completed during the week and the developers 
have resumed operations everywhere possible, but most of 
the wells are still shut down for lack of water, and shortage 
of supplies. 


Electra 


In the defined pool at Electra, eight producing wells were 
completed during the past week, of which the Producers Oil 
Company got five. The Producers’ Second Bywaters No. 51 
found the sand at 1,990 feet, and after being drilled in at 
2,000 feet, the operators are well pleased with its 75-barrel 
production. McBurney No. 13 was their next best well, 
which after being completed at 1,150 feet, is producing 30 
barrels; Skinner No. 25 was completed at 1,195 feet, and 
is good for about 15 barrels; Honaker No. 5 was completed 
at 1,900 feet, and is also good for 15 barrels; Bickley No. 49, 
which was completed at 1,000 feet, is good for about 5 bar- 
rels. The Magnolia Petroleum Company got the next best 
well in its Allen No. 77, which was completed at 1,835 feet, 
and is producing 50 barrels; Brown & Cross No. 24 also 
proved to be a good well, when it was plugged back from 
1,960 feet at 1,840 feet, and is now producing 35 barrels. The 
Red River Oil Company completed its Bywaters No. 87 in 
the shallow sand at 760 feet, which is making about 10 
barrels. 

South of the defined pool, Horton et al. have found a 
sand with a good showing in their Henson No. 1. Casing 
is being set at 1,530 feet, and the well will be tested out. 
Culbertson et al. also found a sand at 1,510 feet in their 
Waggoner No. 6, quality not reported. 


Burkburnett 


Twelve wells were completed at Burkburnett during the 
past week, of which ten were small producers, and two were 
dry holes. The Gulf Production Company completed its 
Heiserman B-5 at 1,750 feet, which is producing 40 barrels; 
their Gaunt No. 3, which was drilled in partnership with W. 
Cline, was completed with a shot of 40 quarts, at 1,600 feet, 
and is producing 15 barrels. The Plains Oil Company com- 


pleted its Nos. 16 and 17, at 525 feet, and 420 feet, respec- ~ 


tively, both being good for about 10 barrels. 

Crowell & Connors completed their Cropper No. 14 at 508 
feet, good for 10 barrels, and Cropper No. 15 at 500 feet, 
good for about 5 barrels. The Derchoila Oil & Gas Com- 
pany’s Rexford No. 1 was abandoned at 550 feet, as dry. 
J. W. Stone’s Musgrove No. 1 was also abandoned as dry, 
at 625 feet. Mann et al. completed their Roller No. 3, a 5- 
barrel pumper. The Horton Oil Company completed their 
Owen & Clark No. 1, at 450 feet, good for 5 barrels. The 
Celina Oil Company completed their Cropper No. 8, at 540 
feet, which is making 5 barrels, while Fisher et al. com- 
pleted their Roller No. 2, at 470 feet, also a 5-barrel well. 





Among the Wildcats 


At Strawn, in Palo Pinto County, there were no com- 
pletions last week, since most of the wells are shut down, 
waiting water. 

South of Mineral Wells, in Palo Pinto County, the Empire 
Gas & Fuel Company is drilling at 1,510 feet in its Terry 
No. 1, while its Chestnut No. 1 is making another attempt 
to pull casing which is stuck in the hole at 3,300 feet. A 
new location has been made on the south 120 acres of the 
J. E. Hess farm, which will be an offset to Owen & Wil- 
son’s Dave Hess No. 1. The rig is now being built. 

West of Palo Pinto, the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company is 
building a rig on their new location for J. T. Holt No. 2, 
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which is on the Belding ranch; they are still drilling at 860 
feet. The Empire Gas & Fuel Company has lost the bit in 
its Watson No. 1, and is having a bad fishing job at 300 
feet. 

Near Jacksboro, in Jack County, N. A. Lowe et al. are 
drilling at 1,000 feet, after setting 10%-inch casing at 900 
feet. 

Shackelford County 

Near Albany, in Shackelford County, the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Company is drilling at 1,510 feet in its Reynolds No. 1, 
after drilling through a water sand at 1,400 feet. 


Stephens County 


In Stephens County most of the wells are shut down wait- 
ing water. However, the Texas & Pacific Coal Company’s 
Cash No. 1, drilled through a sand with a ‘good oil show- 
ing, at 1,825 feet, but will drill deeper in search of a better 
sand. 

Near Millsap, in Parker County, the Parker County Gas 
& Oil Company has abandoned their test, the Mortems No. 
2, at 3,170 feet, a dry hole. 


Near Holliday 


Near Holliday, in Archer County, the Panther Oil Com- 
pany completed Wilson No. 5 at 1,655 feet, a 25-barrel pro- 
ducer. The Gulf Production Company abandoned its McCall 
and Sanderson No. 3 as dry as 1,000 feet. The Plains Oil 
Company abandoned Wilson as dry, at 1,790 feet. The 400 
Oil Company abandoned its Netherton No. 1 as dry as 1,900 
feet. The Archita Oil & Gas Company abandoned its Wil- 
son as dry at 1,700 feet. The Lee Farm Oil Company is 
setting casing at 1,620 feet in their No. 6. The Smith Oil 
Company has temporarily shut down McCall and Sander- 
son No. 1, at 1,892 feet, and the hole will probably be aban- 
doned. 

The 66 Oil Company has made a location for Wilson No. 
2, 150 feet north, and 150 feet east of the southwest corner 
of their tract. The Panther Oil Company has made loca- 


tions for Wilson Nos. 6 and 7 to offset Wilson No. 2 and 
No. 7. 


“Red Rex’’ 
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Drilling Hose 


30', 32' and 45' sections in stock at 
-Houston, Goose Greek and 
other fields. 
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Trade Mark 


Hydraulic Packing and 
Pump Valves 


Complete line of Packings, Fittings, Valves, 
Etc., for the Oil Fields . 
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Activity in Milam County | 


<—-— 


In Limestone County 











Near Tracy, in Milam County, Texas, Robert J. Eckhardt 
is preparing to put several shallow wells on the pump in 
the next few days. He has four wells completed, ranging 
from 313 to 320 feet in depth on the Henderson tract. Oil 
was first found at 267 feet, and lies in green shale and 
sand. All of these wells are lipping over with oil now. One 
of them, in 10 hours’ time, filled up to the top with high 
gravity oil. It has an asphalt base. The oil stratum ap- 
parently runs northeast and southwest and is from one-half 
to three-fourths of a mile wide. 

Several wells have been drilled west of the main vein, all 
on the east showing oil. Their depths ranged from 400 to 
1,200 feet. Most of the land in the vicinity is under lease, 
but according to information from the territory in question, 
if anyone means business he can get land to drill on. The 
oil is referred to as an exceptionally high grade oil. 


Drilling Below 1,900 Feet 


Arthur Smith, Hifley Jackson, Newton and others of Cam- 
eron, Milam County, are drilling on the Gilbert tract, about 
a mile southeast of the Eckhardt wells, and are down 1,900 
feet in white rock. At 320 feet they had a good showing of 
high grade oil, apparently the same as that in the Eckhardt 
wells, and another good showing between 1,100 and 1,200 
feet. The 320-feet stratum showed much gas. 

State Geologist Udden, who visited the well a few days 
ago, said the indications are good. He thought that below 
the white limestone in which they are now drilling they will 
find oil. 


West of Rockdale 


Tom Marr, drilling on the Charlie Doos land in Milam 
County, eight miles west of Rockdale on a hill south of 
Brusby, is drilling in gumbo below 1,000 feet. He has had 
some showing of gas and oil. Several wells drilled in this 
neighborhood have found gas and some oil. A well drilled 
some time ago near the well Morris is drilling had a good 
showing of oil. 


o, 
° 


The Repeating Oil Can 


It is interesting to know that the large numbers of scans 
used to ship Standard Oil products from this country to the 
Orient are utilized in a number of other ways. Something 
like 5,000,000 of these, piled at a railroad terminal in Seattle, 
Wash., have just been returned to this country containing soy 
bean oil, which is used largely in the manufacture of soap. 


Nor is their usefulness ended here, for they are reduced by 
special machinery to tin plate, which is baled and reshipped 
to Japan. There they are transformed to tin soldiers and 
come back in that form to this country. 











“HL. T. W. SPECIAL’ 


Branded on your Hydraulic_Packing Sheet, Gasket, Rotary Hose, Spiral Packing, etc., 


IS AN ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE OF QUALITY 


The Mexia Oil & Gas Company’s well on the T. J. Hel- 
ton tract near Groesbeck in Limestone County is below 559 
feet in gas sand, just under the cap rock, and is re-seiting 


casing to shut off a slight leak. The well is a 6-inch hole 
and it shows 240 pounds rock pressure. It looks like jt js 
located on the top of the anticline, officials of the company 


think, and they say that it looks like it will be the hest 
producer ever brought in in this field. “It looks like a 15,000.- 
000-feet well,” said one person who is in touch with the well. 

The same company has just started drilling in its test on 
the McCline tract, near Mexia. This will be a deep test, if 
necessary. 

Leasing in this vicinity is said to be going on briskly. Tn 
fact, the entire country in the vicinity of the McCline well 
has been leased. The McCline well is drilling in a locality 
in which the geologists of several big companies expressed 
the belief that oil would be found. 


Se 


° 
Alaska Field 

Alaska will soon have enough oil to supply her needs and 
relieve that drain on the California production, according to 
Henry R. Harriman and W. H. Manson, members of the 
Canadian Parliament, who are in California buying oil equip- 
ment. The largest and richest oil field in Alaska, situated 
on Controller Bay, is open and producing. 
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Ask the man who is advertising about the results he has 
secured from space taken in The Gulf Coast Oil News. Then 
you will request rates from us, and again he agreeably 
surprised. 





Claude Kavanaugh 


Gulf Coast Oil Lands and 
Leases Bought and Sold 


1310 Carter Bldg. HOUSTON, TEXAS 











Grenville G. Howard 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
AND ENGINEER 


606-607 Carter Building Houston, Texas 














Our reputation is back of everything we sell bearing our brand. Our mechanical 
department is equipped to give you the very best service possible. 


Up-to-the-Minute Machinery and Experienced Mechanics in All Depart- 
ments Enable Us to Give You Satisfaction, if Not to 
Attempt the Impossible. 
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With 30-30 Rifles Tanks at Goose 
<c> Creek Are Guarded >= 























Soldiers of the oil field. They may not be able to make much 
impression on parade, but their bullets make as good impressions as 
anybody’s bullets. 


Goose Creek producers aren’t taking any chances’ with 
agents of foreign governments blowing up tanks or dropping 
dynamite in a careless manner around oil wells and pipe 
lines, and the above picture proves it. The Simms-Sinclair 
interests started guarding their tanks first, and the other 
companies are following suit. It isn’t safe to approach an oil 
tank now with a curious expression on your face. “Snooping” 
around oil wells isn’t as popular as it once was. The reason 
is the men with the new 30-30 rifles may be found around 
many of the tanks in the field, and their instructions are to 
enforce halt orders with steel-jacketed bullets, if necessary. 
It hasn’t been necessary, as yet, however. 


Investments in Oil Increase 


Instead of decreasing with the war clouds covering the sky, 
capital invested in oil companies is increasing, according to 
the Journal of Commerce of New York. It says: 

“Capital stock authorized in the formation of oil and gas 
territory, since the beginning of the war, aggregates $750,- 
976,000. This stock is divided among 631 corporations of 
more than $50,000 each. This amount does not include the 
increase in stock of the old companies nor does it take into 
account the thousands of small companies organized with a 
smaller capital than $50,000. Taking the total into consider- 
ation it may well be said that the amount that has gone into 
the oil business, in new companies alone, since the beginning 
of the war in August, 1914, has been over one billion dollars.” 

According to the Journal of Commerce the monthly totals 











Specializes in Oil and Land Law 


Maurice Hirsch, Lawyer 


Scanlan Building, Houston, Texas 
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since the first of this year indicate no slackening in the cre- 
ation of new companies. Capital stock aythorized during the 
four months amounts to $212,460,000, or nearly one-third of 
the entire sum since the beginning of the war. This is more 
than one-half of the entire sum for 1916 and is considerably 
more than double the figures for 1915. There was a decrease 
in April, however, as the total capital reported for that month 
was only $23,285,000, as compared with $61,450,000 in March 
and $82,835,000 in February. 

The figures really represent almost entirely -the companies 
formed for developing territory in Oklahoma and Kansas, and 
are therefore not complete. Only a few of the many organ- 
ized in Wyoming are reported in the list as given. 


The Journal of Commerce says while the organization of oil 
corporations in the last four months has proceeded at a rapid 
rate, the effect of the present war situation cannot yet be esti- 
mated. Oil men point out that the public is buying automo- 
biles in greater numbers than ever before and that, in conse- 
quence, there will be no diminution in the demand for gaso- 
line. They assert also that the quantity of oil available for 
use in the United States, appears to be limited, and that the 
supply will tend to diminish in the future instead of increase 
to meet the need. 


As the oil industry is now dependent to a considerable de- 
gree upon the automobile trade, close attention is being 
directed to the action of Congress in taxation of the produc- 
tion and use of automobiles. It is realized that the dictates 
of war economy and the pressure of high taxes may have 
some influence. 

The steady increase in the amount of capital invested in oil 
companies in the last two and a half years is chiefly the 
result of high prices. The remarkable prosperity of the coun- 
try reflected in heavier purchases of automobiles, has led to 
a marked advance in the demand and the consequent price 
of gasoline. 

Besides the funds represented in the capital stock author- 
ized in these new companies, many established corporations 
have increased their capitalization or have expanded their 
facilities through the investment of capital without recourse 
of fresh capital stock issues. This investment feature proba- 
bly offsets the fact that not all of the stock authorized by the 
various States for the new companies is necessarily issued. 
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It is the only strainer 
that is rotated, driven 
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destruction. 
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Road Oil, Greases, Lubricating Oils 
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GENERAL OFFICE: 
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ported that the Roxana Petroleum Company will drill 50 
wells in this country alone. . 

In the Blackwell field the important news of the week was 
the completion of the Mid-Co Petroleum Company’s second 
well on the Hampton farm which is making about 600 bar- 
rels found at 3,200 feet. The first test on this farm was 
plugged. 

Near Newkirk 


_Near Newkirk the well of the 101 Oil Company in See- 
tion 19-26-3, which made a flow of 40 barrels at 
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two feet 


; in the sand, the top of which was found at 3,480 feet, is still 
Several Interesting Wells Completed in shut down. 
Oklahoma Fields In the same section the Oklahoma & Kansas Oil Com- 


pany missed the sand found in the 101 well and is drilling 
The principal item of interest in the way of development below 3,600 feet. In Section 17-28-3 the test of E. W. Mar- 
during the past week was the well of the Carter Oil Com- land and the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company had some gas 
pany in Section 12-24-2 west in the Garber field. This well and a little oil in a sand found at 2,512 feet. They went 
had a showing of oil at 2,300 feet which was good for 15 through the sand at 2,522 feet without helping the well’s 
barrels, water having been found at 2,326 feet. It is the production. A break was found and the well is now on top 
first deep well of the field to find the oil and as a result of another sand. 
considerable interest has been added to that district. In the Fox pool in South Central Oklahoma the test of 
The test of J. W. Gilliland in Section 2-23-2 west, on the the Plains Oil & Gas Company in Section 28-2 south, 3 west, 
Armstrong farm, near Billings, is showing a million and found a sand at 2,295 feet, which proved to be a water sand. 


half feet of gas at 580 feet. As it is some distance from There was seven feet of the sand. This well missed the sand 
production the finding of gas is very encouraging to owners found in the good well of the Sinclair-Gulf Oil Company 
ok tka. tank. and the Gypsy Oil Company in Section 29-2-3, which is 
ma , ; ee making about 500 bz 
The Humphrey Petroleum Company's test in Section 20- a barrels daily. 


24-1 west is showing several million feet ot gas at 2,690 feet, In Yale District 

and it is being underreamed to set casing before being drilled 3 nee 

in. The same company’s test in Section 17-24-1 west will In the Yale district where some good wells have heen 
be drilled to the depth of the other well, the Humphrey completed, there is a lot of activity. Near the town of Quay, 
company being determined to make thorough tests in this 





locality. 
In Osage County COUNTY MAP SPECIAL 


_ In Osage County the well of Graham & Bird is still mak- | Rock Map Company’s County Map Special 
ing better than 700 barrels, although it is about three weeks Harris—Hardin—Orange—San Augustine—Sabine 


old. Its importance lies in the fact that it is several miles and Waller. Houston City Map 25c 
southwest of the big Hominy pool and is producing from stamps, each 


the Cleveland sand. There is a lot of work in Osage Coun- 
. P . . z 5 . 
ty under way and many rigs are being moved in. It is re- ee eee 
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Power Belt 
and Beam Belt 


Our “Wiccapee” belt was first introduced 
over 60 years ago and the lasting qualities 
which were then put into it have been main- 
tained to the present day. IT’ HAS STOOD 
THE TEST OF TIME. 


Recommended for all exacting service—un- 
surpassed for oil field work. 





Phone, Wire or Write Our Distributors 


(WICCAPEE) 


GIRTEN BELTING & PACKING CO. 


1115 FRANKLIN AVENUE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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the well of the Cosden Oil & Gas Company in Section 36-20-5 
is holding up in good shape. It is reported that the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Company has ordered 60 rigs for tests in 
this and the Yale districts. 

The Bixby field still continues to attract, the Apeola Oil 
Company having a well at this time in Section 31-16-13, 
which is showing for a big producer. In the same district 
Fred S. and Paul Clinton appear to have opened another 
little spot with a well making 400 barrels and drilling it- 
self in. 





Will Lease Osage Lands 


The Secretary of the Interior on May 31, through the su- 
perintendent of the Osage Indian Agency at Pawhuska, will 
lease at public auction 53 quarter sections of oil lands in 
Osage County. For the most part the territory to be leased 
lies close to production, a portion of it offsetting the famous 
property of the Sinclair Gulf Oil Company and the Osage 
Hominy Oil Company. 

Much interest has been manifested in this leasing and it 
is expected that some fancy prices will be paid, which will 
probably eclipse all other prices ever paid in Osage County. 





Pipe Shortage Cutting Down Oklahoma Wells 


Never before in the history of the oil business has there 
been such a scarcity of pipe as is now being experienced 
in the Mid-Continent field, and the effect of this condition is 
shown in the fact that test¢ all over Oklahoma and Kansas 
are being shut down daily. Unless the situation is remedied 
and that in the very near future, it is safe to say that at 
the end of the next 60 days there will not be 50 wildcat 
tests drilling in this field. 

The sharp advance in price which occurred on May 2 has 
been followed by a demand for premiums from owners of 
pipe, both new and second hand, and in many cases second 
hand pipe is commanding a higher price than new material. 

With the government soon to take over the rolling mills 
it looks as though it will be but a question of a short time 
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before pipe shipments for this field are entirely discontinued. 
If that situation prevails there will be a general cessation 
of work all over this part of the country. 





Homaokla Buys Allen Property 


The Homaokla Oil Company closed a deal last week for 
a three-fourths interest in the Lucky Harjo farm in Sec- 
tion 26-5 north and 8 east, the consideration being $39,000. 
The property has two producing wells with a daily produc- 
tion of 31 barrels. There are 320 acres of land included jn 
the leases. 

The deal was consummated through W. J. Milburn of 
Oklahoma City, president, and M. J. Gubser of Gubser & 
Means, attorney for the concern. 

Homaokla, as will be seen, is a transposition of the word 
Oklahoma. It was recently incorporated and expects to get 
into the game on a big scale in this state. 





Large Deal in Healdton Field 


One of the largest deals in the history of the Healdton 
field was consummated last week when E. E. Shock of St. 
Louis purchased the property .of the Gates Oil Company in 
that district. The property comprises 2,000 acres of leases 
with 3,500 barrels daily production and 1,000,000 barrels of 
oil in storage. The consideration was approximateley $3,- 
500,000. ; 

FE. E. Shock is one of the best known producers and re- 
finers in the Mid-Continent field. He is president of the 
Indiahoma Refining Company with plants in Okmulgee and 
East St. Louis. 





Oil Men Join the Colors 


Many oil men in Oklahoma and Kansas have joined the 
colors, some enlisting as privates in the various branches of 
the service, while others have joined the officers’ reserve 
corps, leaving this week for Little Rock where they will be 
trained for 90 days and then be assigned to teaching volun- 
teers in various parts of the country. 

Many prominent men of Tulsa have joined this branch 
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of the service as well as a number of scouts of the Cosden 
Oil & Gas Company. 

Don Baxter, one of the most prominent oil men of Tulsa, 
has been commissioned by Colonel Sloan Simpson of Dal- 
las, Texas, to raise a company of 150 men in Oklahoma to 
go with Colonel Roosevelt to France if the government per- 
mits him to lead a division across the water. Captain Bax- 
ter has seen considerable service, having been a lieutenant 
of marines in the Spanish-American war. There is no doubt 
that the movement for Colonel Roosevelt to lead an Ameri- 
ean army in France will find thousands of men in this coun- 
try ready and eager to go. The company being recruited 
by Captain Baxter will measure up favorably with any other 
company in the country. 





Harry Jones With the Atlantic Corporation 


Harry Jones, formerly general superintendent of production 
for the Osage-Hominy Oil Company, has resigned to accept 
a similar position with the Atlantic Petroleum Corporation. 
Mr. Jones is one of the best production men in the country, 
and has many years of experience in the Mid-Continent 
field, having had charge of the production of the Quaker 
Oil & Gas Company before going with the Osage-Hominy 
concern. 

Arthur R. Perryman, formerly with the Oklahoma Petro- 
leum & Gasoline Company, has also gone to the Atlantic 
Petroleum Corporation, and will. be associated with Mr. 
Jones in the production department. 

Mr. Perryman is one of the best all-around men in the 
Mid-Continent field, and will make the Atlantic Petroleum 
Corporation a capable official. 





Carter Men Are Drilling 


Employees of the Carter Oil Company in Tulsa have 
started drilling and every day between 75 and 100 men are 
devoting the half hour from 1 to 1:30 o’clock in the after- 
noon, learning the lesson of preparedness. The Carter Com- 
pany is encouraging its men in this movement and has fenced 
off a vacant lot near its offices for that purpose. 








Activities in New Mexico 








The following interesting and comprehensive communica- 
tion regarding wildcat operations of the Toltec Oil Company 
in New Mexico, is in answer to a letter written to the com- 
pany by The Gulf Coast Oil News. And in printirg the let- 
ter the editor of The Gulf Coast Oil News desires to say 
that it is the most complete communication of its nature 
that has yet come to his desk on The Gulf Coast Oil News: 

“The Holtec Oil Company has recently leased from the 
State of New Mexico, 568,000 acres.of land and also the San 
Cristoval Land Grant, containing 83,000 acres. The state 
lands are in five separate large bodies leased as four tracts. 
These four tracts containing five bodies of land are all cov- 
ered in one blanket lease. The San Cristoval land grant is 
under a separate lease. 

“The obligation of the company is to drill three test wells 
on the San Cristoval land grant and twenty test wells on 
the four tracts leased from the State of New Mexico. Work 
is NOW in progress on one test well on the San Cristoval 
land grant. The well has been drilled to a depth of 915 feet 
at this writing. We have attained that depth with the 12%4- 
inch casing, having started with 18%4-inch bits and have used 
about 415 feet of 151%4-inch casing. Drilling is hard and dif- 
ficult. A slight showing of gas was encountered at about 
2) feet. Since that time we have had no other showing, but 
have had several fair looking sands. The test well on the 
State lands is being drilled 13 miles north of Roswell. We 
are down 2,600 feet with 84-inch casing and a perfectly dry 
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hole. We had a showing of gas at 1,100 feet; a lovely oil 
sand at 1,870 feet; a showing of oil at 2,105 feet to 2,114 feet; 
another showing of oil at 2,225 feet to 2,258 feet; another 
showing of gas at 2,408 feet and another showing of oil at 
2,424 feet. None of these showings approached anything like 
oil in commercial quantities, but in a wildcatting proposition 
of this magnitude we are thankful for the slightest encour- 
agement. 

“These two wells were located hastily at points where wa- 
ter for drilling would be available. The: limited time in 
which we had to begin operations after the date of the lease 
made it impracticable to do satisfactory geological work for 
the first two wells. We are about ready to put a corps of 
geologists to working these leases with a view to selecting 
the most favorable locations for our future test wells. 

“There is a great deal of scouting being done in New 
Mexico at this time and some leasing is going on. How- 
ever, we have not concerned ourselves with it for the rea- 
son that it would not be easy for anyone to drill within 15 
miles of our locations without drilling on lands leased to 
us, and we have thought that with this isolation we could 
forget almost any competition at the present time. 

“We believe that New Mexico offers a profitable field for 
wildcat wells, but would assure any one that they should 
not come in because the ‘water is fine’ unless they bring their 
pockets full of money to pay for their developments as it 
is a long ways from machine shops and supply houses, and 
fuel and water are not plentiful. If the friends of The Gulf 
Coast Oil News desire to prospect in New Mexico, we will 
be glad to furnish them with any information we have re- 
garding the possibilities of discovering oil and of securing 
leases, but none of our leases are on the market and no 
stock of our company is for sale. I am adding this last re- 
mark to avoid correspondence, should you publish the news 
of our undertaking in New Mexico. 

“Very truly yours, 
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The following is the first of a series of articles on the origin and accumulation of petroleum covering, from a scientific standpoint, 
sources from which petroleum is derived and the conditions under which it accumulates in pools, 
The first chapters deal with the various theories as to the source of petroleum, while the latter are confined to studies of the occurr 
and methods of accumulation of oil into pools in various parts of the world. 
“hese are the results of studies made by the author in California, Texas, Mexico, Louisiana and various parts of the world. 
The whole series of articles will be printed in book form as soon as they have been run in The Gulf Coast Oil News. 


The author of these articles is Grenville Gates Howard, a consulting geologist of Houston, who has been identified with the oil 


in its various phases in this and other sections for many years. 


The source of the vast reservoirs of petroleum which are 
being developed and sought for so extensively in the present 
days, is held by most scientists to be the distillation of or- 
ganic matter, that is animal or vegetable remains. The pro- 
ponents of this “theory of organic origin,” as it is called, dif- 
fer widely as to whether the main source of oil is animal or 
vegetable matter. One German professor states that the 
plants which would ordinarily form coal make the gasses 
which are responsible for the formation of petroleum, while 
another German is sure that oil is the result of the decay 
of animal remains. In support of their version of this theory 
these scientists have entered into controversies on the chem- 
istry of petroleum. 

Practically all save a few students of the geology of pe- 
troleum agree that it is not volcanic action that is the source 
of petroleum. Dalton, who is the best known American wri- 
ter on the subject, states that petroleum gas contains only a 
small amount of hydrogen while volcanic gases contain very 
large proportions of that element. Dalton believes that the 
source of oil is from animal matter. In support of this he 
states that the nitrogen in the asphalt of Trinidad is very 
plainly of animal origin. The matrix of the asphalt is com- 
posed of fossil shellfish. Nummelites and Orbitoides. 

Tars distilled from wood are different from petroleum 
chemically. Experiments in the laboratory show this. It is 
impossible ordinarily from a geological standpoint that tem- 
peratures required to change woods to a liquid be attained 
though they can easily be reached with the electric arc.: Ex- 
periments on fish oil yielded rather astonishing results as 
it was found that by using heat and pressure combined pro- 
duced a substance identical to petroleum and that from it 
the same “cuts” could be made as from any similar crudeyoil. 

It is safe to state, with Clarke, that wherever sediments 
are laid down inclosing either animal or vegetable remains, 
petroleum may be produced. The variation in composition of 
different grades of petroleum may be ascribed to the propor- 
tion of animal and vegetable matter they were formed from. 
This would explain in a measure the presence of light and 
heavy oils in the same fields and the different bases of as- 
phalt and paraffin. It is highly probable that the above is 
true as it cannot be denied that some action has produced 
petroleum from wood in Utah as in the shales there oil is 
found always in connection with fossil wood and seems to 
be without doubt derived from it. 


Marsh Gas 

Marsh gas or methane is generated in swamp and coal 
beds. This forms the greater part of natural gas and is the 
most volatile of the paraffin series. Shaw, in a paper entitled 
“Gas in Mud Lumps at the Mouths of the Mississippi” tells 
of the accumulation of methane at the mouths of the Mis- 
sissippi. Uncontrollable gas wells are found in parts of 
the delta. It is the opinion of the writer that the decay of 
the vegetable and organic remains there will result in time 
in the formation of petroleum. This hypothesis is deduced 
from the fact that sediments have heen collected and buried 
for thousands of feet and that as time goes on they will be 
distilled by the pressure of overlying sediments and the gases 


industry 


which generate by this decay and distillation will be re- 
duced by pressure to liquid form in the shape of petroleum 
as soon as the pressure is brought to a sufficient number of 
pounds per square inch. As methane requires the greater 
pressure for its liquidation than the other hydrocarbons 
which make up petroleum and is also more volatile, this 
might account for its being found as a gas where the other 
hydrocarbons are in a liquid state. It is the opinion of the 
writer that if we could find the locations of ancient deltas 
and river mouths which have been covered over by the sedi- 
mentaries of ages succeeding them, provided we -have the 
structure necessary for oil accumulation, as outlined in suc- 
ceeding chapters, we would be able to locate oil pools of 
considerable importance. This, of course, would hold espe- 
cially with the larger streams. 

In California, according to Johnson, Arnold and Anderson, 
in various reports of the United States Geological Survey, 
diatomaceous and foraminiferal shales are the sources of oil, 
Diatoms and foraminifera are the names of tiny sea animals 
and plants, each carrying a tiny drop of oil and billions and 
billions of which, though so small as to require a micro- 
scope to see one, made up thicknesses of shale of several 
thousand feet. In California the oil is confined mostly to the 
Monterey series. However, oil is found associated with 
other diatomaceous and foraminiferal shales, where the Mon- 
terey is absent, but only with these shales. The oil is de- 
rived from the minute organisms which are present in such 
abundance in the shales. There is such a tremendous abun- 
dance of these organisms that the theory is amply justified. 
One finds that the formations of the Monterey and others 
are only oil bearing where they are associated with these 
minute organisms. The last stated fact is proof, in Califor- 
nia at least, of the organic origin of petroleum and researches 
in other sections, such as Texas and Louisiana, indicate a 
like condition in other territories. 

It is a well known fact that the earth has had different 
physiographic and geographic conditions under each succeed- 
ing geological age. Continents entirely different from those 
we now know existed in past ages and the tides of the seas 
rose and fell where now are populous towns and cities and 
tremendous mountain chains. Asia and America were con- 
nected on the west and an ocean sundered the continent along 
the line now called the Mississippi Valley. These conditions 
existed for a time and then elevation of the surface of this 
section of the earth lifted the continent to somewhat of its 
present shape and by way of compensation some other con- 
tinent sank below the sea. This did not happen once but 
again and again and geologists can read the history of each 
period in the fossils found in the rocks, the shells and ani- 
mal remains brought up from deep wells and from old shore 
lines way back miles from any ocean. These changes were 
not sudden but gradual and in some places slower than oth- 
ers. Thus it happened that a bay or ocean branch would 
be slowly closed by an elevation across its mouth and when 
strong ocean and wind currents had been blowing in that 
direction just as the so-called Japan and Gulf streams each 
seem to follow their own channel, it happened that the tiny 
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organisms of the sea were caught and carried by these winds 
and currents in one direction constantly so as to be caught 
by some embayment, and when this embayment is cut off, as 
described above, these organisms which multiply with tremen- 
dous rapidity increase as the waters subside, as long as con- 
ditions are favorable, to sow the shores and bed of the con- 
stantly receding bay, now a lake, with their bodies. As the 
currents have been carrying the bodies of these organisms in 
this one direction for countless years it will be seen that mil- 
lions upon millions of these tiny animals and plants will 
have been piling up constantly making an ever-thickening 
bed. When the bay has finally dried up they will gradually 
solidify and when these are covered together with the other 
shell and fish remains by succeeding subsidence and eleva- 
tion they form the beds fram which petroleum is derived. 

The action of changing the drop of oil forming matter 
held by each tiny organism to petroleum starts as soon as 
its death sets in as shown by experiments with bacteria 
on organic matter under certain conditions. 


Role of Bacteria 

The roles which bacteria play in organic decay are ‘stated 

briefly as follows: 

(a) Subaerial decay. Minimum of coal or oil formed. 
Carbon largely dissipated. 

(b) Fresh water decay. Only limy deposits remain and 
marls. Oxidation is complete and very rapid. 

(c) Bog water decay. Formation of methane but plant re- 
mains preserved as coal, peat and lignite. 

(d) Salt water decay. Active on animal matter but af- 
fects plants in such a way that less methane is formed 
but that the heavier hydrocarbons are formed and that 
oil rather than coal is the ultimate result. 


From above it will be seen that little or no oil would be 
formed, where salt water bacteria were not active and that 
the tendency would be, even with the action of salt water 
bacteria, for the animal matter to oxidize rapidly. This would 
naturally mean that the bulk of petroleum would be the re- 
sult of the action of bacteria of salt water habits on vege- 
table matter. Given a case where conditions are absolutely 
quiet and there are no currents to disturb the action of the 
bacteria, which depends on these conditions largely, this 
would be true, but such conditions are rare and we must be- 
lieve that there are conditions under which animal organ- 
isms would be as favorably acted upon as vegetable. 

Further proof that the petroleum is not simply the result 
of vegetable decay is the discovery in many places, particu- 
larly in shale and limestone formations, of fossil shells filled 
with oil. So-called pitted limestone is sometimes filled with 
petroleum, the oil filling the pits. In the absence of a for- 
mation other than the limestone, from which the oil could 
have been derived, one is forced to conclude that the ani- 
mal matter of the limestone is the source of the oil. The 
writer has seen fossils filled with petroleum from the Mexi- 
can fields. Several times mozos-have brought from Cerro 
Azul, Chapapote and Tres Hermanos such evidences of the 
origin of petroleum. Unfortunately, he has never been 
lucky enough to find any in place, so as to verify this evi- 
dence. : 

_From the evidence adduced in this chapter it is only pos- 
sible to believe that the origin of petroleum must be from 
omen decay and distillation, at least to a very great ex- 
ent. 

Inorganic Theory of Petroleum Origin 


The theory of oil genesis which is voiced in opposition to 
the organic theory is the theory of inorganic origin. 

This theory has for its most ardent advocate Coste. Those 
other writers who have supported the inorganic theory are 
ravers. Wilson, Mathews, Byerson, Mendeljeff, Ross and 
Sokoloff. Mendeljeff, the famous chemist, is the most im- 
portant of these, as he is practically the founder of the theory 
and has borne out his contentions to some extent by labora- 
torv experiments. j 

The general substance of the inorganic theory of petro- 
leum genesis is that surface water has penetrated downward 
through fissures in the rocks and acted at high temperature 
on carbide of iron in the earth’s interior, producing thus 
petroleum and natural gas. 

Coste writes of the theory of inorganic genesis of petro- 
leum that the petroleum should be ascribed to solfataric ema- 
nations from the molten magmas within the earth. 

_ Oil and gas deposits are connected with the disturbances 
in the rock caused by their upheaval. The one essential fac- 
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tor of occurrence of oil and gas in the strata is faulting, 
allowing the solfataric hydrocarbon emanations to come from 
the interior and impregnate the porous portions of the dis- 
turbed sediments. Strata consist of alternate beds of shales, 
sandstones and limestones, the majority impervious to any- 
thing save water. The majority of these are shale or clays. 
Strong gas pressure is proof of the impermeability, for they 
must be impervious to retain gas at such strong pressure at 
such shallow depths. It is on account of this impermeability 
that oil is retained in the underlying strata: 

If the oil could circulate freely through the shales it would 
have done so when the sediments were deposited in an undis- 
turbed condition. As they are light and insoluble in water 
they would then have started towards the surface and have 
then evaporated and disappeared. We would then have no 
oil or gas. 

Unconformable Formations 


In California, Oklahoma and the Canadian fields the oil is 
in unconformable formations, at times right above the un- 
conformities. If in one district in California there are sev- 
eral unconformable producing formations and in another lo- 
cality the same sequence appears and the same structure, and 
this other locality has no oil at all, then the oil must be 
more recent than the youngest productive formation and from 
below the oldest. Solfataric hydrocarbon emanations may 
enter and be held by lenses of porous rocks through fissures, 
and be kept there by surrounding rocks. Solfataric emana- 
tions would separate into components. Gas rises to top, wa- 
ter sinks to the bottom and the oil on top of the water. 

Oil and gas field structure is greatly, diversified. Some- 
times the oil occurs on top of an anticline, at times one finds 
a dry hole or oil or salt water; further down there may be 
a.gas well or a gusher. 

In California the migration has taken place vertically along 
fissures and from some sources beneath the crystalline gneisses 
instead of horizontally, according to structure. The bitumen 
in the magma comes from the carboniferous or bituminous 
strata through which it has ascended. In other words, if a 
dyke or volcanic plug has come up through the strata con- 
taining coal or asphalt it will carry the carbon or bitumen 
along with it, and impregnate the strata to which the mag- 
matic gasses penetrate. - This last statement weakens the 
argument for the inorganic theory, because it is an admission 
of organic origin, though the method of concentration of the 
oil is different. Bitumen is a hydrocarbon, and to admit that 
strata can contain hydrocarbons previous to the penetration 
of the magmas, which are supposed to transport these hydro- 
carbons, is to open up a questidn of how these hydrocarbons 
came to be in the strata. As Mr. Coste has not stated that 
there was any inorganic origin for this carbonaceous matter 
and the hydrocarbons, if we do not look to the organic theory 
as an explanation for their presence, how can we explain them 
and consequently, how can Mr. :Coste’s hypothesis be correct? 

Mr. Coste shows an unaccountable lack of geologic infor- 
mation when he states that it is impossible that the shales 
could be sources of oil. We have too many evidences to the 
contrary. The oil shales of Scotland have for many vears 
been commercial sources of oil. Almost all of the oil indigen- 
ous to Germany is derived from the distillation of oil shales. 
In Colorado and Utah we have oil shales which run as high 
as seventy gallons of oil to the ton. The oil has been re- 
tained in the shale. a 
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Eastern States Completed 746 Wells 
in March 


Seven hundred and forty-six wells were completed in 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and Illi- 
nois during the month of March, with a total of 10,000 bar- 
rels production, approximately. 

Pennsylvania fields took the lead in both completions and 
production, 482 wells being completed in Pennsylvania fields 
during the month, with an initial production of about 4,250 
barrels, an increase of 900 barrels new production over 
March, and a gain in completions of 31 wells. 

Most of the Pennsylvania completions were small, the gen- 
eral average being but little more than 10 barrels, but in 
Greene County and at Cabin Creek good producers were re- 
corded. Two-thirds of the wells completed were producers. 
which will raise the average slightly, and of the non-pro- 
ducing wells dry holes and gassers were almost evenly di- 
vided. 

The Central West fields make a better showing for April 
than for March, getting more production and more comple- 
tions, due to better weather. Pipe shortage is causing much 
trouble in eastern states. 

Tennessee—Kentucky’s 109 completions included 23 dry 
holes and five gas wells, according to the Oil City Derrick, 
leaving 81 producing wells with an average production of 
slightly more than 48 barrels to the well. Much leasing has 
been going on in Kentucky and more development is being 
planned. 








Southwest Pennsylvania 


Manufacturers Light & Heat Company got a 2,000.000-feet 
gasser in the Murphy sand in No. 2 on E. & M. Warrick 
farm, Springhill Township, Greene County, but lost it the 
next day, water breaking in; the same company has a 3Q- 
barre! pumper in Nc. 3 in Gordon sand. 


Oil Interfered With Drilling 


The Barney Oil Company’s well in the Bullion field near 
Clintonville, drilled to a depth of 1,300 feet, filled up with oil 
last Friday and 30 barrels were pumped out in order to re- 
sume drilling. The gas pressure became so strong that 
the attempt had to be abandoned. However, drilling was re- 
sumed the next day. 





In Kentucky 


There is considerably more activity among leasers in Ken- 
tucky fields than there is among drillers. Thousands of acres 
of likely land is going under lease and if the pipe can be 
secured to drill this acreage in anything like what might be 
called the “near future” Kentucky is due for a lot of new 
wells. However, as leasing doesn’t always mean drilling, it 
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is probable that Kentucky’s development will not be as ex- 
tensive as the leasing would indicate. 

There are 26 drilling machines now running in the Scott 
ville field, in Allen County, and this number will be doubled 
as soon as machines and material can be had. This will | 
a busy spot during the summer season. Should the well 
drilling on the Forest Springs farm prove a paying pro 
ducer itt will open up a wide scope of productive territor 





Southeastern Ohio 


In the Union Furnace district, Hocking County, Ohio, th, 
Preston Oil Company shot its No. 11 on the Columbus Brick 
& Terra Cotta Company’s property, and it made 100 barrels 
the first 24 hours. In Packson Township, Perry Count, 
Carter Oil Company finished No. 2 on Nixon farm, 20-bar- 
rel pumper; Exchange National Bank et al. completed 15- 
barrel pumper in same district on Chas. Fink farm. 

Several 10-barrel and 5-barrel pumpers were completed, 
but none located so as to cause any excitement. 





West Virginia 


Light gassers and light producers in West Virginia pools 
were the order of the past week. No good wells were com- 
pleted, all the wells coming in being far below the average. 


o, 


Though Blind, Drives Car Through Blizzard 


Blinded and half unconscious from an explosion of natural 
gas, which blew the top off of his garage while he was in it. 
almost wrecking the building, Walter Ford, field manager of 
the Enalpac Oil Company, near Cody, Wyoming, drove his 
machine 15 miles through a blizzard to Cody for medical 
assistance a few days ago, his wife directing the steering by 
telling him which way to turn the wheel. She was unable to 
operate the car, but she directed him and supported his half 
conscious body until he reached Cody. 

Natural gas in the garage ignited from Ford’s cigar, and as 
he was a considerable distance from any other habitation and 
the telephone wires being burned by the fire caused by the 
gas, he had to depend upon himself. 
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California Crude Oil Stocks Are Rapidly 
Diminishing 

The amount of crude oil stored in California is only about 
two-thirds of the amount on hand two years ago. This con- 
dition exists in defiance of the fact that there are now more 
wells producing than at any previous time, and new wells 
are being drilled at a rate seldom exceeded in the past. 
Such a condition is worthy of the most serious considera- 
tion at the present time, in view of the dependence of many 
of our industries upon fuel oil, says the California State 
Mining Bureau in its report for the week ending April 28. 

Development during the week, as shown by reports made 
to the State Mining Bureau, shows no cessation in efforts 
to increase the production of oil. There were 21 new wells 
commenced, making a total of 372 since the first of the 
year, against only 216 during the same period last year. 

About the same rate of increase is noted in the work of 
deepening or redrilling wells, the weekly oe showing 27 
such jobs, making a total of 276 since the first of the year, 
as compared with 166 at the same date last year. 

Scarcity of casing is causing many old wells to be aban- 
doned and second hand casing is going into ‘the construction 
of many new wells. 

McKittrick 

The Standard Oil Company’s test in Section 6, Mckittrick 
Front, is drilling below 2,200 feet and has a showing for a 
well. 

Five carloads of machinery and derrick material have been 
received by the General Petroleum Company at the McKit- 
trick vards for use at Belridge and Lost Hills. 

No. 8 on the Berry & Keller Oil Company’s property in 
the north end of the McKittrick field has’ been drilled deeper 
and is a 50-barrel producer. No. 15 is being redrilled. 

The Belridge Oil Company has abandoned threé wells on 
Section 32-26-21. The same company is redrilling No. 1 in 
Section 35-27-20, and the Devil’s Den Consolidated is re- 
drilling No. 9 in Section 30-26-21. 

Coalinga 

The Crescent Petroleum Company’s well on Section 2- 
25-19 has been cemented and will be completed within a short 
time. It is looking good. 

The old Hub well on Section 22-21-15 is being worked 
over. If it fails to pay as an oil well the owners will make 
it pay as junk. 


Prompt Shipments From Stock 
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The Boychester Oil Company is working over its well in 
Section 18-21-15, which was drilled in 1909. Water trou- 
ble necessitated much cementing and the well finally was al- 
lowed to stand without anything more being done to it, as 
the crude oil market was down. Now it looks like it may 
make a producer. 

Brea-Fullerton 


The Standard Oil Company is preparing to abandon its 
Lemke well in the Brea field. This well was drilled to 3,600 
feet and never made more than 50 barrels. The Standard 
has four rigs going on the Emery lease and nine on the 
Murphy, with one well rigging up there. 

The Columbia Oil Producing Company’s Nos. 26 and 27 
are both nearing completion. No. 29 is drilling in hard 
sand and making slow progress at 2,100 feet. No. 7 Orance 
in the Brea field is drilling at 1,400 feet. 

Reports were current the latter part of the week to the 
effect that the Copa de Ora Oil Company has a well in the 
Chino region, but at this writing the report could not be 
verified. The well is down below 3,150 feet. 





Wildcats 


The Standard Oil Company is down 400 feet in its sec- 


_ond Dominguez well. 


Special tools are being used in the New Era Oil Com- 
pany’s wildcat well at Placentia. The operators are using 
a combination of the standard tool and hydraulic method. 
This is the first time such a method has been tried in this 
part of California. 

The Western Development Company is drilling around 
1,900 feet in its test in the Montebello field. 

Standard Oil is setting a killing pace for development work 
on the new Montebello field and is showing how rapid prog- 
ress can be made in development work. It has Baldwin No. 
2 down 1,260 feet in a very hard formation. Baldwin No. 3 
started drilling the latter part of last week and is now 
down 100 feet. Baldwin No. 4 is rigging up and wiil be 
spudded in before the end of the week. On the Temple 
property No. 1 is down 1,550 feet. 

On the Sentous ranch the Santa Fe’s big 3,400-acre lease 
in the Pomona Valley work is going rapidly ahead. The 
derrick for the first well is completed and a camp built, 
and drilling will commence at once. 


. 


Water Conditions Not Bad 


The water conditions in the Coalinga district are not alarm- 
ing despite exaggerated reports to the contrary, according to 
Mat Kirwan, former deputy oil and gas supervisor of the 
Coalinga district. Mr. Kirwan points out that during the 
past year 67 wells experienced trouble with water; the total 
number of wells in the field is over 1,400, so comparatively 
few have had such trouble. 
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La Corona Abandoned Hole at 4,000 Feet 


La Corona Oil Company’s well at San Jose de las Rusias 
No. 2 was abandoned at a depth of 4,000 feet in limestone. 
This is the second deep test that this company has drilled 
in this district and they are drilling more tests in the same 
field. The company and its geologists have faith that they 
will vet strike the pay in this field. The same company 
abandoned its No. 7, at Topila, at 2,450 feet, but is at work 
on two more in the same field. 

Drilling operations are at present centered in the south- 
ern fields. There are numerous wells starting up, and rig 
builders are scarce and in great demand. There are many 
companies that are ready to drill, but are tied up on account 
of rig builders. 

There is a land office business in leases these days. Scores 
of farmers are coming into town daily to make their deeds. 
Fancy prices are paid for land in all the proven territory. 


From the Fields 


Iesperanza, San Mateo, shut down at 2,150 feet. 

Son Jose de las Rusias No. 2 finished in sandstone at 4,000 
feet; dry. 

San Jose de last Rusias No. 4 underreaming at 970 feet. 

La Corona No. 4, Topila, rigging up. 

La Corona No. 7, Topila, abandoned at 2,450 feet. 

La Corona No. 13, Topila, started drilling. 

Cia. Combustible, Herrera No. 4, Cerrito, is drilling in 
shale at 2,200 feet. 

Cia. Combustible, Tamboyoche No. 1, is drilling in shale 
at 200 feet. 

Cia. Combustible No. 8, Santa Fe, building rig. 

Mex. Gulf, Sabino Gordo, is drilling in hard shale at 
1,130 feet. 

Esterillos, Mex. Gulf, drilling account Continental Petro- 
leum Company, is drilling in sandy shale at 3,700 feet. 

Saltillo, Lot 148, Chinampa, Mex. Gulf, drilling accoant 
Continental Petroleum Company, have began drilling. 

Puebla Y Panuco, Lot 3, Sta Ana, is drilling in shale at 
2,325 feet. 

Puebla Y Panuco, Palacho 23, suspended. 
_ Margenes de Panuco, Aguacate, cemented 8-inch at 1,735 
feet. 

english Oil Company, Lopez No. 1, rigging up. 

Chijoles Oil, Limited, Capozo, is drilling in shale at 2,014 
feet. 

Panuco Y Topila, No. 1 Las Piedras, Panuco, is drilling in 
limestone at 2,451 feet; making 500 barrels. 

East Coast Oil Company, Maza No. 410, is drilling in rotten 
lime at 2,530 feet; light showing of oil and gas. 

East Coast Oil Company, Willis No. 412, underreaming 
8-inch at 1,136 feet. 

Metropolitan, Lot 9, Tepetate, is drilling in shale at 1,958 
feet. 
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Metropolitan, Lot 9, Quebrache, is drilling in lime at 2.8; 
feet; some gas. 

Universal No. 1, Carascal, cleaning out to cement 8-inch a: 
2,705 feet. 

.El Triunfo, Lot 6,.Camolote, cementing. 

De Soria No. 2, Panuco, is drilling in lime at 1,500 feet. 

New England Fuel Oil, Pazzi No. 2, Panuco, rigging up. 

Penn. Mex. Alamo No. 6, is drilling in shale at 1,850 feet. 

Penn. Mex., Molino No. 2, rigging up. 

International Petroleum Company, Tepetate No. 1, rig- 
ging up. 

International Petroleum Company, Amatlan No. 1, rig 
ging up. 

Giralda No. 2 building rig to go deeper. 





Personals 


R. M. Williams of the Penn-Mex Fuel force at the Tux- 
pam office spent a few days in Tampico this week. 

W. T. Criswell, a Pittsburgh geologist, who has been in 
this city for over a month, came up from the southern fields 
the first of the week. 

A. W. Campbell and wife were in town a few days this 
week. Mr. Campbell is connected with a contracting firm 
and is doing some drilling at present. 

V. Dyer, chief engineer of the Metropolitan Petroleum 
Corporation, returned the first of the week from an insjec- 
tion trip to the company’s properties in the southern fields. 

Wm. Fortine of the firm of Fortine & Durham, drilling 
contractors of Panuco, was in town this week on business. 
particularly buying supplies for their camps. 

Ed Rigney, field man for the Standard Drilling Company, 
left for the Pancuo field.after spending a few days in Tam- 
pico. 

Levi Smith, general manager for the Penn-Mex Fuel Com- 
pany, is in the Tampico office this week, but will leave to- 
day for Tuxpam., 





Three Tampico Men Injured 


George J. McLernon, E. W. Lucas and F. S. Engle, all of 
Tampico, were badly shaken up and Mr. McLernon suffered 
a compound fracture of his left leg below the knee last week 
when the car driven by McLernon was struck by a street car 
at the Tancol station crossing near Tampico. A turn in the 
road which prevented Mr. McLernon from seeing the ap- 
proaching car was responsible for the accident. 

The automobile was wrecked and the occupants hurled to 
the ground a considerable distance from the car. All three 
men were knocked unconscious, but Mr. McLernon was the 
only one seriously injured. They were on their way to Los 
Esteros when the accident occured. 





New Banking Institution 


A new banking institution opened up on the 3rd of this 
month on Calle Comercio 118, called the Tampico Loan and 
Trust Company, S. A. The company is doing a_ regular 
banking business, buying and selling New York drafts, mak- 
ing all kinds of exchange, taking deposits, etc. 





Texas Company of Mexico 


In order to facilitate the transaction of its business in this 
republic, The Texas Company has organized The Texas Com- 
pany of Mexico, S. A., a corporation organized under the 
laws of the omnes republic, capitalized for 2,000,000 pesos. 
The officers are: E. C. Lufkin, president; C. A. Miller, vice 
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president and general manager; F. C. Pannill, secretary; 
Theodore Rivers, treasurer, and W. A. Kincheloe, examiner. 
The directors are E. C. Lufkin, W. A. Thompson, Jr., R. C 

Holmes, R. E. Brooks, C. A. Miller, F. C. Pannill a 


Theodore Rivers. 





General Petroleum to Drill 


The Mexican Government has advised the General Petro- 
leum Corporation that it has been granted permission to begin 
drilling on its most valuable land, situated in the hinterland 
of Tampico. Heretofore the present Mexican Government had 
reserved this property from exploitation, and it was feared 
that the government intended to deprive the American com- 
panies from all rights in this field. 





Tugs Arrive for United Dredging Company 


Two tugs arrived in Tampico Wednesday for the United 
Dredging Company. They are the tenders for the dredges 
and are the C. H. Moore and the Alicia. The big ocean- 
going. dredge is expected in a few days, thus giving Tam- 
pico a great fleet of dredges. 

All the New York boats arriving here are bringing freight 
for the Cortez Oil Company, consisting chiefly of knocked 
down houses, railroad rails, ete. 
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“Casinghead” Gasoline Production Is 
Expanding 


Efforts of gasoline manufacturers to augment the supply 
of this valuable article made from petroleum with that pro- 
duced from natural gas are proving eminently successful, 
says the New York Curb. 

The production of “casinghead” gasoline, as gasoline ex- 
tracted from natural gas either by a compression or an ab- 
sorption process is called, is increasing by leaps and bounds. 
The production of this form of gasoline in Oklahoma alone 
in 1916 was almost as large as the entire production of “cas- 
inghead” gasoline in the United States in 1915. 

Oil men closely connected with production in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field say that at present the ‘“casinghead” gasoline 
production of the Mid-Continent field is ‘as large as the 
production of gasoline by the refineries of that section of the 
country. The eastern fields also are rapidly increasing their 
production of this class of gasoline. The product of the 
extraction stations is sold almost entirely to refiners, as it 
must be blended with lower gravity gasoline to bring it down 
to a safe and workable gravity. Prices paid to the produc- 
tion companies range from 18 to 20 cents a gallon. 

The United Fuel Gas Company, a subsidiary of the Co- 
lumbia Gas & Electric and the Ohio Fuel Supply Companies, 
with seven stations and a maximum production of 42,000 gal- 
lons a day, is now the leading producer of “casinghead” gas- 
oline in the eastern field. In January and February this com- 
pany produced 1,929,048 gallons of gasoline. The Hope Nat» 
ural Gas Company, a Standard Oil subsidiary, is the next 
largest producer in the East. 

The Carter Oil Company, another Standard subsidiary, has 
a production of 10,000 to 12,000 gallons daily; the Peoples 
Natural Gas has 10,000 daily production; the West Virginia 
Central Gas Company is producing 3,000 gallons daily; the 
Reserve Gas Company is producing from 8,000 to 10,000 gal- 
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lons daily; the Philadelphia Company, a subsidiary of the 
United Railways Investment Company, is installing five large 
extraction plants in West Virginia and the Manufacturers 
Light & Heat Company is building three; the Ohio Cities 
Gas Company is building an extraction plant and the Ohio 
Fuel Supply Company has equipped its Homer gas compress- 
ing station for extraction of “casinghead” gasoline. 

In the Mid-Continent field the Empire Gas & Fuel Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Cities Service Company, is rapidly 
increasing its “casinghead” gasoline production. The Gypsy 
Oil Company is probably the largest producer in the Okla- 
homa field and other oil and gas companies are building 
compression and absorption plants in this district. It is 
evident that the extraction of gasoline from natural gas is 
becoming an important factor in the gasoline production of 
the country. In 1915 there were 63,000,000 gallons of this 
class of gasoline produced in the United States and oil men 
assert that for 1917 this production will be more than dou- 


bled. 
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Experiment in Cracking Oil 


At the Kansas City meeting of the American Chemical 
Society, recently, Dr. Gustav Esloff of Columbia University 
gave the results of his experiments with an absorbent oil 
derived from a Pennsylvania crude petroleum of 0.828 spe- 
cific gravity of which over 95 per cent boiled between 250 
and 350 degrees C., which means between 482 and 662 de- 
grees Fahrenheit. 

He subjected it to temperatures of 550, 600, and 650 de- 
grees C. (1,020, 1,112 and 1,202 degrees Fahrenheit) and 
pressure of one and 11 atmospheres or 15 and 165 pounds 
per square inch. The results were given in detail. 

At 15 pounds pressure and at 550 degrees C. he cracked 
off 11.6 per cent gasoline and at the same temperature at 
115 pounds pressure he obtained 19.5 per cent gasoline. At 
600 degrees C. he obtained 16.4 or 18.8 per cent of gasoline, 
according to the pressure, and at 650 degrees C. the results 
were 16.8 and 14.2 per cent respectively. At 550 degrees C. 
and 11 atmospheres pressure the tar products ran above 12 
per cent of gasoline. This proves that a good deal of gaso- 
line can be cracked off from heavier oils and that the limit 
of gasoline production from petroleum has not yet been 
reached. 
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North Louisiana’s Production Fell Down 
Slightly 


Last week’s production in the North Louisiana field fell a 
little short of that of the previous week the daily average 
amounting to 25,815 barrels, of which 9,615 barrels were 
produced in De Soto and Red River, and 16,200 barrels in 
Caddo and Northeastern Texas. The completions of the 
week were as follows: 

Mooringsport district, Caddo, Brown No. 22, of the Caddo 
Oil & Refining Company, Section 28-20-16, 50 barrels. 

Lewis district, Caddo, Rogers No. 35, Caddo Oil & Re- 
fining Company, Section 23-21-16, 25 barrels; Sutherlin No. 
1, New Hoffman Oil Company, Section 18-21-15, 50 barrels. 

Vivian district, Caddo, Jolly No. 5, Clark & Greer, Sec- 
tion 22-22-15, 15 barrels. 

Oil City district, Caddo, fee No. 2, Cooney & Littlejohn, 
Section 35-21-16, 50 barrels. 

Monterey district, Caddo, Smith No. 1, Indiana-Ark Oil 
Company, Section 5-21-16, 50 barrels. 

Grand Bayou district, De Soto, Williams C-7, Gulf Re- 
fining Company, Section 32-13-11, 25 barrels; Williams A-12, 
Gulf Refining Company, Section 31-13-11, 15 barrels. 

Grand Bayou district, Red River, Robinson No. 34, Gulf 
Refining Company, Section 36-13-11, 50 barrels. 


Caddo Drilling Operations 

The Gulf Refining Company has six drilling wells on the 
Ferry Lake lease and is driving piling and building der- 
ricks for 15 more. It has three drilling wells and three 
derricks on the Caddo Levee Board lease. 

The Producers Oil Company has three wells drilling on 
the Brooks lease in the Lewis district, two on the Caddo 
Levee Board in the Harts Ferry and Monterey. Barr No. 1 
in the Vivian district has set 6-inch at 1,050 feet and Har- 
rell 49 is rigging up to drill; Lane Levee Board five, Jeems 
Bayou, is drilling, at 1,875 feet, and school fee No. 1, ghree 
miles east of Lewis and a mile north of the pool, just opened 
by the Elton Oil & Gas Company, has set 6-inch casing at 


2,175 feet. 


The Standard Oil Company has two wells drilling on the 
Stiles lease, near where the 2,000-barrel well was recently 
completed in the Monterey district, and has derrick up for 
Stiles 161. Helpman 51 is drilling at 200 feet. 

The Caddo Oil & Refining Company has three wells drill- 
ing on the Brown lease in the Mooringsport district, and 
derricks up for three more, and is also drilling Caddo Levee 
Board 36, and Rogers fee 37, in the Lewis district. 

The Caddo Oil Fields Company is rigging up to drill At- 
kins 66, in the Oil City district; the Higgins Oil & Fuel 
Company is drilling Greer 5, at 850 feet, and the Louisiana 
Oil Refining Company has 6-inch casing in fee 2, at 2,150 
feet. 

The New Hoffman Oil Company is operating extensively 
in the Vivian district, where it has completed a number of 
good pumpers and is installing up-to-date equipment for both 
drilling and operating. It has material ready to drill 14 shal- 
low wells and one deep well. Six wells have been com- 
pleted during the past month by this company, and locations 
have been made for No. 7 and No. 8 A deep test is being 
made on the Bailey lease, a little north of previous produc- 
tion which, it is hoped, will make an. important extension 
of the field. Clark & Greer are also operating in this ter- 
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ritory, having just completed Jolly No. 6 and are rigging 
up to drill No. 7. The National Oil & Gas Company has s¢+ 
6-inch casing in Dickinson No. 2, in Section 36-22-16, and 
the Co-Operative Oil & Development Company is drilling 
at 800 feet in Brown No. 5, Section 21-22-15, 

South of Ferry Lake, in the Mooringsport district, T 
Cunningham has set 6-inch casing in Mooring No. 1, Sec- 
tion 3-19-16, and White Bros. are still working on the Cush 
man well in Section 32-19-16. 


At De Sota 


The Gulf Refining Company and the Producers Oil Com- 
pany are the only companies now operating in the De Soto 
field. The Gulf has four rigs running on the Williams lease 
in the Grand Bayou district, and is drilling McCormick-Na- 
bors D-9 in the west end of the Naborton field. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Company has two wells drilling on the Grand 
Bayou Planting Company lease in the one on the Saunders 
and one on the Sample, in the Naborton field, and is drill- 
ing Nabors 11 and Wempie B-2 in the Grand Bayou district. 


In Red River Parish 

The Producers Oil Company has three wells drilling on 
the Grand Bayou Planting Company lease in the Grand 

Bayou district, and one on the Hicks lease. The Gulf Re- 
fining Company is drilling Marston 29 in Section 14-13-11, 
and is arranging to pump Natalie A-21 in Section 19-13-11, 
and the Standard Oil Company has a location made for 
Palmer No. 30 in Section 17-13-10. 


In Bossier Parish 


In the Elm Grove district, Bossier Parish, the Atlas Oil 
Company has set 10-inch casing in Caplis 1; the Gulf Re- 
fining Company’s Hodges 3 is pumping salt water; White 
Bros. are drilling Ward 1, at 2,150 feet; the Dallas Oil Com- 
pany is drilling Scovell-Gaines 1 at 2,000 feet, and the 
Standard Oil Company has set 6-inch casing in A. F. Me- 
Dade 1, at 780 feet. 

Monroe District 


Operations in the Monroe district are attracting considera- 
ble interest and development has spread into all the adjoining 
parishes with an enormous amount of acreage leased for 
future development. The Mer Rouge Oil & Gas Company 
is drilling at 2,075 feet in Gallagher 1; Ahrens et al. are 
down 1,050 feet in West 1, and Bondurant et al. are drilling 
at 850 feet in Cole 1, in Morehouse Parish. 

The Commercial Oil & Gas Company has a gas blowout 
in the Austin-McLain well which it is trying to kill in order 
to set 6-inch casing, and the Ouachita Natural Gas Com- 
pany is drilling at 1,735 feet in Lieber No. 1, in Ouachita 
Parish. A. J. Mercer is down 1,850 feet in Lively No. 1, 
in Caldwell Parish, and the Standard Oil Company is drill- 
ing at 2,700 feet in Richardson 1, in West Carroll Parish. 


In Bethany District 


In the Bethany district, the Gulf Production Company is 
bailing and getting ready to make a final test in Mosely No. 
1, Harrison County, and Bell & Evans are rigging up to 
drill Abney 1, and in Panola County Bell, Evans & Snyder 
are drilling at 850 feet in Guill 1. 
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The Gulf Coast Oil News costs but $4 for the year. You 
may save enough because of one issue’s information to pay 
you ten or a hundred times over for the entire year’s 
subscription. 
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By far the best oil well to be completed in the Coastal 
fields came in at Damon Mound Wednesday afternoon, mak- 
ing better than 5,000 barrels per day. The well was the 
Texas Exploration Company’s (Staiti interests) No. 1 Bryan, 
and is about 1,450 feet deep. This is the well which came 
in as a gasser about three months or more ago, and which 
later developed into an oil well. It was allowed to flow 
pinched in for some time and when released fully one day 
a short time ago, stopped flowing. 

The operators then went back into the hole and washed it 
out, and it came in, shooting oil over the derrick and cov- 
ering the building near it. 

Thursday morning it was making around 3,000 barrels per 
day, according to an estimate placed on it by a conserva- 
tive and experienced oil man. As it is flowing into earthen 
storage with no way to measure it, no accurate gauge can 
be placed on its capacity. 

It is located near the hotel at Damon Mound and numerous 
tests are drilling all around it. 


Other Wells Reported 


For years Damon Mound has been looked on as a place 
that some day would be a big oil field. Reports of the Staiti 
interests bringing in wells and then capping them to keep 
land owners from knowing they had oil have been circu- 
lated from time to time. Some people have believed the re- 
ports—others have discredited them with fully as sound logic 
as the proponents of the capping story. The Texas Explora- 
tion Company has always denied reports of wells being 
brought in, and the present well is the first one at Damon 
Mound to be really acknowledged as an oil well by the of- 
ficials of the company. 
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Now it looks like the proof has come that Damon Mound 
is to be an oil field, and it is certainly disappointing for the 
well to be brought in at a time when the pipe shortage will 
curtail development there to a great extent. For it is a well 
recognized fact that with pipe as scarce as itis, no more 
drilling will be undertaken than is absolutely required by 
leases and to protect lines. 


Nine Inches of Pay 

It is said that the Damon Mound well has‘only nine inches 
of pay. One report is to the effect that the oil is coming 
from cap rock. Another report says it is coming from sand. 
It is hard to learn as to just what it is coming from. When 
the well came in as a gasser it came in unexpectedly, after 
the drill had penetrated what reports declared to he six 
inches of rock. Another report said that the well was drilled 
a few inches deeper later. 

The most reliable report received by The Gulf Coast Oil 
News is that it is producing from rock, as no strainer has 
been set. The oil is 21 gravity and is being forced through 
two lines 1,000 feet long to an 80,000-barrel earthen storage 
tank. It shot over the derrick but was soon under control. 

The officers of the Texas Exploration Company are E. F. 
Simms, president; H. T. Staiti, first vice president; John 
Hamman, second vice president; F. L. Phair, secretary; W. 
C. Hardcastle, treasurer. 


A Veteran’s Prophecy 

The folowing is what Captain A. F. Lucas, the discoverer 
of the field at Beaumont with the famous Lucas gusher, said 
about Damon Mound in an interview in The Houston Post 
on October 7, 1901: 

“After going over the field I am more confident that great 
gushers will be brought in at Damon Mound. We have 
gone through the same geological formation at Damon Mound 
that is found in the gusher field at Beaumont.” The wells 
Captain Lucas saw drilled at Damon Mound didn’t get the 
big flow he thought they would, but the oil was there, and 
he was right in his prophecy, after all. 
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Advertisements in The Gulf Coast Oil News are read by 
people interested in oil. There is no “wasted” circulation. 
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Sales of less than 10,000 shares of oil and gas securities on 
the local board during the past week indicate the same con- 
ditions that have affected other security markets, everybody 
waiting to know about the size of the first bond issue and 
the plan of taxation. The effect of both these things we 
think are exaggerated, and we feel that as to their market 
bearing, the situation is over discounted, and securities prices 
now offer a reasonable safe purchase on a scale down, until 
the Government’s action is definitely known. The tremendous 
wealth of this country and its present strong financial and 
productive position should not be overlooked. 

Pure Oil furnished the bulk of the trading with over 7,000 
shares selling from 23% high to 2234 low, some selling notice- 
able to buyers of six weeks ago on prospect of sale of the 
control of the company. The Sun Oil Company have entered 
suit against the Quaker Oil & Gas Company, its pure Okla- 
homa subsidiary, for $1,263,000 for alleged damage on crude 
contracts for the Sina Crow Farm production owned by the 
Quaker. The Federal Trade Commission reports indicate 
that Pure Oil secured slightly higher prices for its gasoline 
than its competitors. 

Manufacturers Light & Heat, on light trading of less than 
400 shares, sold from 70 to 68%, a light well in Greene County 
and general stagnation being the cause. Ohio Fuel Supply, on 
less than 1,000 shares, sold from 50 high to 47% low. It 
offers a good speculation at present price. Ohio Fuel Oil, on 
small odd lot trades, lost 34 to 1934. 

Columbia Gas & Electric sold from 42% to 405%. New York 
has a strong tip to buy it for future profits. It is interested 
intthe production of a million gallons of gasoline per month 
which will increase its 1917 earnings. Union Natural Gas 
sold lightly at 172. 

Of the Western Group, Caney River Gas lost a point, selling 
low at 48% on sales of less than 600 shares. A few odd lots 
of Osage & Oklahoma Gas sold at 130 and 133, a new high 
price. Oklahoma Natural Gas, on sales of odd lots amount- 
ing to 65 shares, sold from 101% to 99%. The possibility of 
a combination of the Western Group, together witH their 
future earnings from gasoline, make the group attractive both 
from a speculative and dividend point. 

Lone Star Natural Gas sold one odd lot at 95, a loss of a 
point from previous sales. Its annual statement, an increase 
in net over previous year of $62,000, did not include gasoline 
earnings. Since the organization in 1913 the company have 
paid over 47 per cent in cash dividends to stock dividends 
and gave rights at par and charged nearly 60 per cent on capi- 
tal to depreciation and undivided profits. 


Standard Oil Stocks 


The rally started the last of the previous week continued 
last week with gains of $2 to $20. 

Ohio Oil has contracted to drill 52 wells for other Wyoming 
oil companies controlling 8,000 to 10,000 acres in the southwest 
part of the Salt Creek field in Wyoming, to own 6/10 of the 
working interest and to buy the oil of 4/10 at market. The 
stock at 360 to 380 looks like a good speculation, as we believe 
some division will be decided at the meeting this month. 

The following companies are selling below the high points 
of 1917 and their net earnings for 1915: Atlantic Refining, 
$230, earned last year 192 per cent; Prairie Oil & Gas, $150, 
earned 88 per cent; Standard Oil of Indiana, $160, earned 
100 per cent; Standard Oil of Kansas, $180, earned 6314 per 
cent; South Penn. Oil, $55, earned 38 per cent; Vacuum Oil, 
$145, earned 61 per cent; Solar Refining, $80, earned 55 per 
cent. Many of the above have a surplus equal to or exceeding 
their capital stock and offer investment of tested stability. 


Junior Oils 

_ During the past week the Sinclairs showed pressure with 
little or no support. Sinclair-Gulf secured a concession from 
Panama for oil and gas and sold down to 29, recovering to 
32. Sinclair Oil and Refining sold from 55% to 52. The con- 
dition of the company is unchanged and earnings increasing. 

The Cosdens sold off a % on light trading. The bond ex- 
change is being worked out on the consolidation and details 
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may be announced any time. In the meantime the new proc- 
ess stills, which is said to double the output of gasoline, are 
being erected and placed in operation at Cosden & Company’s 
west of Tulsa plant, which should increase earnings ma- 
terially. : 

Osage-Hominy Oil lost a fraction, as did Oklahoma Pro- 
ducing & Refining, but neither exhibited selling pressure. 

Atlantic Petroleum held around 7% to 7%. The company 
purchased additional producing property and completed sey- 
eral good wells in the south field and are starting several in 
the Yale field, adjoining Cosden Oil & Gas 500-barrel well 
recently completed. 

Merritt Oil sold off to 2214. The company have several 
wells about due to the deep sand in the Big Muddy field, 
Wyoming, in the next two or three weeks. 

Midwest Refining lost four points. The company is ex- 
panding the capacity and expect soon to handle 50,000 barrels 
crude per day. 


Overdoing Oil Stock Speculations 


In previous letter we called attention to the active promo- 
tion of oil companies, and the disappointment that was cer- 
tain for those who blindly follow inexperienced, even if hon- 
est, leaders. In the past 15 months hundreds of millions of 
dollars have gone into the organization of new oil compa- 
nies, and during the month just closed the chief activity in 
the New York curb market was in this class of stocks. In 
a single week in April the reported sales of oil stocks ag- 
gregated 770,000 shares represented by 48 different companies. 
Some of these new ventures are making good, and some have 
a fairly promising outlook. These, however, are by no means 
the most prominent in the dealings, because they were not 
promoted primarily from a stock market point of view, but 
for the purpose of making mmoney out of the development 
of a legitimate industry. If our experience is worth any- 
thing, quite a number of these 48 companies which we have 
referred to as being abnormally active of late will not make 
good. The effect of their inevitable failure to make good 
will be to give a bad name, temporarily at least, to invest- 
ment in an industry which in the hands of experienced and 
honest operators, is as safe as and generally more profitable 
in the long run than investment in steel manufacturing or 
farming. In fact, this overspeculation in oil stocks recently 
has had some of the earmarks of collapse which periodically 
appear in mining stocks. 


Concerning the market for the better class of dividend- 
paying oil and gas stocks, and of companies backed by 
ample capital and in the hands of competent operators, but 
which are still classed as “prospects,”. we are inclined to 
feel rather conservative. The producing companies last 
month had the benefit of further advances in the price of 
several grades of crude, bringing the market up to the high- 
est ever quoted. This increase in price, however, has been 
partially absorbed by the increased cost of drilling opera- 
tions, especially of oil well supplies. These costs are by 
far the highest quoted in many years, and even in developed 
property, where it would be advantageous to increase output, 
it is found to be impossible to obtain delivery of casing, 
cordage, etc. We understand that at more than a hundred 
locations on developed territory in West Virginia alone, op- 
erations are at a standstill because of inability to obtain 
supplies. It is quite probable that the usual new produc- 
tion will be largely curtailed dufing the summer by reason 
of lack of supplies, water and labor. 


Another factor inducing conservatism is the uncertainty 
concerning war taxes which may be imposed upon the oil 
and gas industry as a whole. The popular impression 1s 
that the business is abnormally prosperous and can well 
stand a stiff tax. This impression is well founded as re- 
gards most of the Standard Oil Companies and some of the 
independent concerns, but it is not invariably true. The 
present condition of the most prosperous companies is the 
fruit of honest endeavor, painstaking research, patience in 
nursing capital invested, and conservatism in financial man- 
agement. The gasoline industry is likely to appear as a 
shining mark for the national tax-gatherer. Invention and 
discovery have recently made gasoline one of the most im- 
portant products of the industry. A large percentage ot 
the demand for gasoline comes from the users of pleasure 
vehicles. These are always in the public eye, and as they 
are recognized as luxuries, they are not likely to escape in 
the new revenue measure now being constructed with the ob- 
ject of producing at least a billion additional income for 
the General Government. In Europe the need for conserv- 
ing the supply of oil and gas for the war requirements ol 




















government has resulted in a heavy tax being imposed there- 


on, as well as upon pleasure vehicles. How much of a tax 
the latter could stand here without seriously curtailing con- 
sumption is a matter that can be determined only -by ex- 
perience. 

New Move by the Government 


In the recent past, in commenting upon the possibility of 
the United States becoming directly involved in the Euro- 
pean war and the effect upon investment and_ speculation, 
we have ventured the opinion that oil and gas stocks would 
be less injuriously affected than munition shares and other 
specialties which benefited most from our position of neu- 
trality. We are free to admit that in expressing this opinion 
we did not take into account the possibility of the Govern- 
ment again resorting to litigation to. restrain enterprise and 
to regulate the distribution of the fruits thereof. We. have 
pointed out the wonderfully favorable developments in- the 
trade since the disintegration of the old Standard Oil Trust 
and the unprecedented growth of independent operations. 
The report of the Federal Trade Commission last. week, 
which caused a sharp reaction in oil stocks, most severe in 
the Standard issues, took the market: by surprise. This re- 
port and the recommendations thereon deal particularly 
with the gasoline industry, and according to the findings of 


GULF COAST OIL NEWS 





27 


the Commission, Standard Oil interests virtually dominate 
in refining, pipe line transportation and marketing. 

The Commission recommends, “with a view to preventing 
or remedying conditions,” the reopening of the old anti-trust 
cases by the Department of Justice, and legislation that 
will abolish common stock ownership in corporations which 
have been members: of a combination dissolved under the 
Sherman law; the segregation of the ownership of pipe lines 
from -the other branches of the business; the fixing by Con- 
gress of standards for gasoline, and “Federal collection and 
publication of accurate statistics and information regarding 
the industry.” 

The last named recommendation will be approved by ev- 
eryone, but the others will be received with mixed feelings 
by those who have followed the results of Government ei- 
fort to compel business to compete on academic lines. There 
never has been and never will be any legislative device, 
which will permanently deprive superior service of its fruits 
over inferior service, nor any decree which can restrain one 
man or corporation from growing faster than another. The 
revival of the threat of reopening Government litigation 
against the Standard Oil Companies may temporarily re- 
strain demand. for these stocks and lead to some liquidation, 
but the new move is more of an irritant than a serious 
menace. JO P. CAPPEAU SONS. 
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The most marked success in the prevention of accidents 
is obtained in those establishments where safety work is 
properly organized, and the responsibility for results prop- 
erly centralized, says the Magnolia Petroleum Magazine. At 
the refineries and other works where there are a number of 
men employed, and where there is machinery and equipment 
to operate, some one man should be. designated as director 
of safety to give all or part of his time, depending upon the 
size of the plant or conditions, to the work of inspections and 
attention to the details. The inspector may have. associated 
with him a committee, consisting of men in responsible posi- 
tions at the plant, to act in an advisory capacity. This com- 
mittee should consist of men capable of judging the practi- 
cability of proposed safeguards on practices, and to pass on 
any expenditures involved in necessary changes, additions, etc. 


When a campaign to reduce accidents is launched, frequent 
meetings of superintendents, foremen or others in responsible 
positions should be held to review the progress of the safety 
movement and to discuss means to create interest and enthu- 
siasm in the movement. Different men should be assigned to 
different duties as such inspector of mechanical safeguards, 
investigation as to cause of accidents, etc., so that they will 
be capable of recommending means of further improvement in 
that work. It is advisable to hold periodical meetings of all 


employes to discuss causes of accidents and for suggestions | 


as to means of preventing them. At such meetings a work- 
man’s committee may be appointed, and its duties briefly 
outlined. All of the success of the movement depends on the 
earnestness practiced throughout the entire safety movement 
organization, and methods should be employed from time to 
time to keep up the enthusiasm in the work. After the move- 
ment has had sufficient impetus to carry it past the first line 
of opponents, who need to be convinced of the value of the 
work, the principal obstacle will have been overcome and con- 
tinued persistent efforts on the part of the entire organization 
will be crowned with success. 


It is stated that the United States Steel Corporation has 
spent millions of dollars to cut down accidents, and has re- 
duced accidents more than 40 per cent, saving approximately 
15,000 men. Just think of it! This work heretofore has been 
known as “Welfare Work,” but that is a misnomer. It is a 
science, and should be recognized as such, the same as 
advancement in chemistry, mechanics or anything else. 

An analysis of safety work and its component parts may 


be divided into three departments. Divided and sub-divided 
approximately as follows: 
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The foregoing distribution would indicate that the preven- 
tion of accidents cannot be effected by the mere parrot-like 
utterances of “Safety First,” nor by installation of mechanical 
safeguards alone, and it must be realized that after eliminat- 
ing the grossly unnecessary accidents, the fruits of our ef- 
forts will be less apparent from year to year, but this should 
not lessen the earnestness or enthusiasm in the work, and 
persistency in carrying out the safety movement with con- 
tinued determination. 

It should also be realized by every individual whom this 
movement is intended to protect, that with all the organization 
and safety appliances, inspections, etc., it still rests largely 
with the individual to think for himself, and practice what he 
is taught in this respect, not only for the purpose of avoiding 
a painful injury to his own person and loss to his family, but 
for the beyefit and influence on hfs co-workers. 
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Federal Oil & Gas Company Sells to Standard 


The sale of the Federal Oil & Gas Company to a subsidiary 
of the Standard Oil Company for $250,000 is consummated. 
The selling had a checkered career and much of the stock 
was held in ‘Western Pennsylvania, principally Washington 
and Butler, Pa. The headquarters of the company are lo- 
cated in Pittsburg. The company was incorporated in 1909 
and capitalized at $1,000,000. The par value was $100 a share. 
The company took over producing properties in the South- 
west Pennsylvania fields and secured valuable leases in the 
Mid-Continent fields. During the first two years of its 
organization the company paid 25 per cent in dividends. In 
1911, under bad management, the company failed and went 
into the hands of a received. The Okla Oil Company, now 
the Tidal Oil Company, came to the rescue and purchased a 
nine-sixteenth interest in the company for $210,000, and in 
1914 took over the control of the company. 











To Buy New Tankers 


The Seaboard Refining Company of Orange has awarded 
contract for three wooden tank vessels, of 3,300 tons ca- 
pacity, to be used in transporting crude oil from Mexico to 
the Orange plant of the company. 

The boats will be built at Orange and will be 270 feet long, 
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Victor Blanco 
The Gas Lake Oil Company, on the Victor Blanco Sur- 
vey, four miles from Humble, Harris County, is drilling its 
No. 1 deeper and is now below 2,000 feet. 


Mt. Houston 


At Mt. Houston, Burt & Griffith are drililng around 1,700 
feet and on the Halloran tract they are down 2,300 feet. 
This second tract is about two miles northeast of Mt. Hous- 
ton. 

East of Humble 


The Peoples Oil & Gas Company on the Grigsby Survey, 
one and one-half mile east of the Stevenson tract at Hum- 
ble is drilling deeper and is now around 2,600 feet. 


Near Humble 


The Reynolds Petroleum Company on the Asbury near 
Humble is drilling around 2,950 feet. 


Cross Timbers 


The Laura Koppe Oil Company is working with stuck 
pipe in its test on the Gid Westcott tract near Cross Tim- 
bers in Harris County, just north of Houston. The hole is 
1,600 feet deep and the pipe stuck when they started setting 
6-inch. 

House Plantation 


The Arcola Production Company is drilling below 600 feet 
in red gumbo in its test on the House plantation in Fort 
Bend County. 

At League City 

The United Oil Producers Association is drilling its well 
near League City, Galveston County, deeper, and it is now 
below 2,000 feet. They made a test last week and got a 
showing of oil, but the seal failed to hold and the hole “filled 
up with sand and water 


Near San Angelo 


The Southwestern Petroleum syndicate is drilling below 
900 feet in its test on the Oscar Cain land in Tom Greene 
County, not far from San Angelo. The formation they are 
drilling in is blue shale. 


At Dickinson 


At Dickinson the Thaman Park Oil Company was setting 
strainer Thursday at 2,210 feet, with the formation looking 
good. Dickinson is in Galveston County. 


Near Battleground 


W. B. Root has started bailing in his well on fee land on 
the McCormick Survey just east of the San Jacinto battle- 
ground in Harris County. 


Gonzales County 
J. R. Matula, drilling on the Thompson farm in Gonzales, 
not far from Moulton, is trying to pull stuck 6-inch in or- 
der to reset. The hole is 1,625 feet deep and in oil bearing 
shale. The operator was setting 6-inch when the casing 
parted and went to the bottom. 


At Blue Ridge 


McLeod et al. are drilling below 1,100 feet in their test at 

Blue Ridge, in Fort Bend County. 
Near Dayton 

The Continental Oil Company, capitalized at $500,000, has 
a rig up on the Quintette lease near Dayton, and expects to 
start drilling in the near future under the direction of H. C. 
Pitts, field manager. The company has 900 acres of leases 
near Dayton, 11 acres at Damon Mound, 6 acres at Humble, 
7,000 acres in Duval County, 212 acres near Addicks, and 640 
acres near Sour Lake. Officers of the company are: A. F. 


On Cow Bayou, in the old Terry field in Orange County, 
Texas, Bond et al. are ready to start drilling a test 175 feet 
from the Rio Bravo Oil Company’s well drilled in 1913. The 
Rio Bravo Oil Company got a good well and it is now pump- 
ing 30 barrels, but holes have ‘been drilled around it and 
failed to get production. 

Near Orange ? 

The Beck Petroleum Company is drilling around 3,200 feet 
on the Kishi tract in Orange County, about eight miles from 
Orange. They set 6-inch at 2,800 feet. 


At Olive 
Chas. Mitchell et al. are shipping derrick to Olive, Hardin 
County, for a test there. The Postal Oil Company of Dallas 
is drilling below 300 feet in its test near the Olive depot. 


Rattlesnake Mound 
At Rattlesnake Mound, Wallace, Zahniser & Gibson have 
abandoned their No. 1 and have skidded the rig over 20 feet 
for a new location. They started drilling last Tuesday and 
are running day and night shifts. 


North of Houston 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Company has taken over the Hoyt- 
Davis Oil Company’s well on the Hillebrenner tract, about 
12 miles north of Houston, and have shipped out a lot of 6- 
inch casing to be used in it. The well is down 1,900 feet. 


Jefferson County 
T. M. Hill is erecting a derrick on Block 102, H. T. & B. 
Railway survey, in Jefferson County, near the Hardin County 
line. The well is located about 300 feet from the B.S. L. & 
W. Railroad. 
Liberty County 


The Empire Gas & Fuel Company has started its third well 
near Liberty. The new well is about a mile and a half from 
No. 2, which caused so much commotion some time ago on 
the White survey. The new well is on the Beard survey. 

Cedar Bayou 

Near Cedar Bayou the Penn-Tex Oil Company is said to 

be in pay below 2,000 feet. 


In Arizona 


Much interest is being shown in oil developments in Ari- 
zona, although such developments are not very extensive at 
the present time. The Chino Oil Company, operating in the 
Chino Valley, has a well down 2,000 feet and it is claimed 
it is in oil sand, but that water has broken in. 

The Arizona Del Ria Oil Company, said to be backed by the 
Babbitt Brothers of Flagstaff, Arizona, has a rig up near 
Oatman. 

—_——f—__---- 


Please mention The Gulf Coast Oil News when answering 
advertisements found in its columns. 
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Roxana President Here 


Ww. I. A. M. van der Waterschoot van der Gracht, president 
of the Roxana Petroleum Company, with headquarters in 
Tulsa, was in Houston and South Texas during the week on 
a business trip. 

It is believed that the Roxana Petroleum Company, a sub- 
sidiary of the Royal Dutch Shell of Holland, intends enter- 
ing the Goose Creek or some other coastal field, although Mr. 

van der Gracht made no statement to that effect. 





i, C. McCue, general manager of the Producers Oil Com- 
pany’s Northern Louisiana, with headquarters at Shreveport, 
was a Houston visitor Wednesday. 





In Government Service 


J. Wallace Bostick, assistant geologist of the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad, formerly a lieutenant in the United States 
army, engineers reserve corps, has been transferred into the 
Department of the Interior with the work of carrying on in- 
vestigation of the country’s resources in the way of needed 
minerals. 





Secured Interest in Line 


|. k. Tompkins secured a two-thirds interest in the Mitchell 
barge and passenger line, operating between Houston and 
Goose Creek, and the new firm’s name will be Mitchell & 
Tompkins Barge and Passenger Company. 





Major S. M. Bowman, prominent oil man and an old-time 
Tampico resident, slipped out of Tampico some time ago and 
was married in the States without letting a soul know of it. 
He returned with his bride last week and is receiving con- 
eratulations on every corner. 





Ik. De Golyer, chief geologist of the Aguila (Mexican 
eagle) Petroleum Company, who has been in the Gulf Coast 
country for some time investigating salt domes, left about 
the middle of the week for New York, his headquarters. 





Jack Wilbur Killed 


Jack Wilbur, who entertained Houston oil men at fashion- 
able cafes in the evening and robbed fashionable homes at 
odd times, was shot and killed by a guard at the Imperial 
State prison farm at Sugarland last week Wilbur’s home was 
Chicago, but he claimed to have come to Houston from Tam- 
pico. He was serving sentence aggregating 83 years when he 
attempted to escape and was killed. 


The following officers of the Houston County Oil & Gas 
Company of Crockett were elected recently: Dr. E. B. 
Stokes, president; J. L. Watson, vice president, and J. F. 
Baker, secretary-treasurer. 





Prominent Gulf Coasters in Tulsa 


_H. C. Hanszen, vice president of the Mexican Gulf Oil 
Company, with Houston as headquarters, was in Tulsa for a 





few hours one day the past week. Mr. Hanszen was located 
in Oklahoma about seven years ago. While here he met 
many of his old friends, who formerly lived and operated in 
the Gulf Coast country. Randall Silverman of Beaumont, 
Texas, a pioneer in the Gulf Coast country, was also in Tulsa 
on a short visit. 





Cullinan to Build $75,000 Home 


J. S. Cullinan has taken out a building permit to erect 
a $75,000 home at Main Boulevard and Remington Avenue, 
Houston. The proposed improvements will include a three- 
story dwelling of brick and concrete, costing $50,000; garage 
to cost $12,500 and stables to cost $12,500. Mr. Cullinan is 
president of the American Republics Corporation, of which 
the American Petroleum Company and the Republic Pro- 
duction Company are subsidiaries. 





Recruiting Engineers 


A recruiting office for the Engineers’ Corps of the United 
States army is being maintained in The Texas Company Build- 
ing at Houston. It is in chargé of W. W. Dooley, who is on 


.the payroll of The Texas Company, which is furnishing his 


services free to the Government. 


The engineers enlisted at this office probably will be seeing 
service in France within a few weeks. 





Texaco Band 


The Texas Company is organizing a military band among 
its employees and the employees of the Producers Oil Com- 
pany. The Texas Company will furnish instruments and uni- 
forms. The band will furnish music for the company’s mili- 
tary unit, the San Jacinto Volunteers, and will play at com- 
pany picnics, etc. 


. 





Hal M. Peck of Corsicana, formerly a tank man in the 
South Texas fields, and well known in Tampico, is in Hous- 
ton at the Bristol Hotel on business. Mr. Peck spent Friday 
meeting old-time friends. It is possible that he will re-enter 
business in Houston. 
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Gasoline in Costa Rica 


The Republic of Costa Rica is using from 8,000 to 10,000 
gallons of gasoline per month, according to advices from 
San Jose. 

The selling price in 5-gallon tins $0.40 to $0.50 American 
gold, per gallon; average $0.45. 

Petroleum is selling at $0.60 to $0.70, American gold, per 
gallon, and lubricating oils range from $0.50 to $2. The duty 
on these products is about $0.04 a pound, or, putting it better 
$3.20 to $3.30 per case of 10 gallons. 

The recent rapid rise in exchange has made the selling of 
petroleum products in Costa Rica a difficult matter, as deal- 
ers have no way of protecting themselves against the varia- 
tions in exchange. How long this upward tendency will 
continue and how high it will reach can not even be guessed 
at. There is no safety in selling, except for American values 
in currency, and, with the practical impossibility of buying 
drafts, this makes the local dealer afraid to enter into a time 
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News from the Refineries 





Another Refinery on Ship Channel 


Charles Mitchell, president of the American Production 
Company, and other officers of that company, has purchased 
the refinery of the Houston Oil Company in Houston Heights 
and will move it to a site somewhere on the Houston Ship 
Channel in the near future. The refinery has seven stills, with 
a total capacity of 4,200 barrels. 

Mr. Mitchell refused to give the price paid for the property, 
but it is understood that $85,000 was the consideration. A 
pipe line from the Goose Creek ‘field to the refinery site will 
be constructed, and Mr. Mitchell said early in the week that 
five carloads of pipe for this line are already on the way to 
Houston. The property will be operated under the name of 
American Production and Refinery Department. 





Location Undecided 


Despite continual reports from Beaumont to the effect that 
the Sinclair interests intend locating their refinery at or near 
Beaumont on the Neches River, no decision as to the location 
of the plant has yet been reached, according to a wire re- 
ceived from the New York office of the Sinclair interests. 

The telegram stated that while Beaumont has been offering 
special inducements to secure the location of the refinery, 
which will be of 30,000 barrels capacity to start with, nothing 
definite has been determined upon. Harry Sinclair said 
while in Houston some time ago that Houston, Beaumont 
and Port Arthur are being considered as possible sites. 

Mr. Sinclair didn’t like the idea of locating the refinery on 
the Houston Ship Channel until the Channel is widened. He 
said he couldn't afford to take the risk with as little water 
as the Channel now has. 

However, the American Refining Company is going right 
ahead with its plant on the Ship Channel, which will have 
an initial capacity of 50,000 barrels, and doesn’t appear to 
be afraid of lack of water. So it is altogether possible that 
the Sinclair refinery will be located on the Houston Ship 
Channel also. 


Free Photographs 


Standard Oil employees at the Richmond refinery are get- 
ting their pictures taken free! The company is having all 
its employees photographed and these photographs are pasted 
on the back of their pass cards. No one is allowed to en- 
ter the plant until identified by his picture. The plant -is 
being patrolled by two companies of soldiers. 





North Louisiana Refineries 


Work has been started on the Marine Oil & Refining Com- 
pany’s plant at Cedar Grove, where it is expected they will 
soon have completed one of the most up-to-date refineries 
in Louisiana. 

The refinery will be started with a.capacity of 1,200 bar- 
rels a day, but can later be increased to 3,600 barrels. 

The Donahue Oil & Refining Company has been organized 
recently, with a capitalization of $1,000,000, and it is to build 
a 1,000-barrel refinery and a number of casing-head gasoline 
plants in Northern Louisiana. 


Bought Refinery to Experiment 


The Associated Oil Company has leased the American 
Oriental refinery at Bull’s Head Point and will experiment 


there in the manufacture of lubricating oils and kerosene. : 


The company also will transform its two refineries at Avon 
and Gaviota so that kerosene and lubricants can be manu- 
factured there. The Associated Oil Company is planning to 
spend $850,000 in development work, in the field and in its 
refineries. 

tt 


Britain’s Petroleum Supply 


The necessity of supplying the French: and English with 
petroleum produé¢ts for the operation of their armies, is no 





less in importance than that of food supplies. With the use. 


of aeroplanes, tariks and automobiles in land operations, and 
the supply of fuel oil for the navies, petroleum plays a large 
part in the conduct of the war. During the. latter. part. of 
March the imports of gasoline and other oil products into 
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NORTHERN parties will buy some leases in some of the proven fields 
in the Gulf Coast Country; would consider some production. <Ad- 
dress, Secretary, Box 948, Houston, Texas. 





BY INVESTING scientifically in oil, make larger profits possible. 
Learn how. Don’t guess. Inform yourself. Get facts and figures, 
Booklet 12 cents. National Oil Drilling Co., Dept. F, Houston, Texas. 





WANTED—Five high-class salesmen to sell bay shore lots, south of 
_ Goose Creek, at popular prices. Property to be tested for oil. Leases 
filed last week on water adjoining property. Interest in proposed oil 
company given with each lot. Wonderful opportunity for right men. 
Post Office Box 1745, Houston. 


WANTED—A man who can gather and write oil news, working out of 
our Houston office. Phone or write The Gulf Coast Oil News, Hous- 
ton, Texas. 


England were reduced through the submarine blockade, but 
for the two weeks ending April 16, according to the London 
Petroleum Review, there was a large increase in the quan- 
tities received. The total amounted to 12,600,000 gallons, of 
which some 8,000,000 gallons was of gasoline. Lubricating 
oil also made up a large portion of the imports, most of which 
was in barrels. Fuel oil figured in the imports, and the 
Review says the total so far imported this year makes a 
figure absolutely unprecedented in volume. This is especially 
true of the imports of gasoline, and assures a supply for the 
armies far into the future. 

These imports were from the United States and Mexico 
with a small cargo of gasoline from Trinidad. Hereafter, 
the Review notes, no mention will be made of the source from 
which the petroleum imports are received, or the country 
where they originated. This has been thought to be a wise 
precaution against giving information to the enemy. 
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Effect of Gravitation 


The effect of gravitation in many pools usually is over- 
looked, says the United States Bureau of Mines in a recent 
publication, which will be of particular interest in coastal 
fields, although most of the examples cited are in Eastern 
States. It continues: 

That gravitation tends to cause the accumulation of the 
remnant of oil in some pools is undoubted; and some in- 
stances of abandoned fields that have been rejuvenated and 
are again productive can no doubt be explained on this basis. 
In a fine-grained sand movement by gravity may be so slow 
as to make it of no consequence during the operation of an 
oil operator’s lease. However, in a soft or very porous stratum 
of rather pronounced dip, or one that lies in such a manner as 
to form a decided catchment area for oil, the movement down 
the dip may in a comparatively short time replenish the oil 
drained off by wells. This factor should therefore be recog- 
nized. In fact, in some pools it may explain the total pro- 
duction of many small wells. 

A coarse vesicular oil rock would be particularly favorable 
for this movement. In the Oil Springs pool in Ontario, ad- 
vantage is taken of the annual advance of oil ahead of the 
fresh water influx from the spring freshets. The water in 
this locality obtains entrance to the oil rock through aban- 
doned wells drilled from low points on the surface. Certain 
“live” wells located at strategic points are pumped succes- 
sively, resulting in a large recovery. The possibilities of 
such procedure are readily apparent. 

Of especial interest in this connection are the possibilities 
of introducing water into wells located at the crest of the dip 
to aid in the gravitation of the oil, assuming that the oil is 
already concentrated in large enough quantities to make drill- 
ing pay. This movement down the dip to a catchment area 
would probably be accelerated by drilling wells at high points 
on thé ‘dip to admit atmospheric pressure behind the oil. This 
would appear a necessity, as under the assumption that the 
oil rock is an air and fluid tight reservoir a medium for re- 
placing the oil would have to be furnished from an outside 
source. This theory disregards the factor of gas pressure, 
which in fields producing heavy asphaltic oils is negligible. 
and in many cases is entirely dissipated in the early history of 
some high-grade oil fields. 
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Recent Charter Filings 


International Oil Company, Humble, capital stock $15,000; 
incorporators W. J. Howard, Dan Dillon, Clarence Kendall. 

Farmers Oil Company, Mabank, capital stock $10,000; in- 
corporators T. M. Pippin, E. Morris, G. P. Williams, G. L. 
Pippin and W. E. Butler. 

Stewart Creek Petroleum Company, Houston: Capital 
$20,000, all paid in, represented by oil and gas leases cov- 
ering 1813.80 acres in Montgomery County. Incorporators: 
F. |. Lock, C. E. McGuire and R. W. Townley. 

Old Glory Oil Company, Houston: Capital $12,000, all 
paid in. Incorporators: B. W. Armstrong, M. M. Graves 
and H. Goodwin. 

Co-operative Oil Company of Wichita Falls. Capital $30,- 
000, all paid im and represented by oil and gas leases on va- 
rious blocks and lots in the Electra oil fields of Wichita 
County. Incorporators: J. A. Hood, W. Henderson, Fannie 
Hebing and B. Seale. 

Nome Oil Company, Houston. Capital stock $50,000. In- 
corporators: Carroll M. Carter, B. W. Armstrong and John 
A. Milroy. 

C. T. Rucker Oil & Development Company of Houston, 
capital stock $200,000; incorporators C. T. Rucker, A. S. Ar- 
nold and John H. Walkins. 

Tarver Shipbuilding Corporation, of Beaumont, capital 
stock $150,000; incorporators, M. Storhaug, Ed Paggi, R. 
E. Hardwick of Beaumont; A. H. Tarver of Sour Lake and 
Adrain Moore of Waco. 

Hoskins Oil Company, Houston; capital stock, $75,000. In- 
corporators: C. H. Marshall, Oswald G. Parker, Houston, 
and R. A. McReynolds, Beaumont. 

The Metropolitan Oil Company, Fort Worth; capital stock, 
$50,000. Incorporators: W. N. Moore, J. C. Clopton and R. 
H. Hunter, all of Fort Worth. 

Acme Petroleum Company, Houston; capital stock, $30,000. 
Incorporators: J. E. Josey of Beaumont and Mills Bennett 
and R. H. Allison of Houston. 

Texas Iron Works, Houston; capital stock, $18,000; pur- 
pose, to manufacture oil well supplies; incorporators;G. W. 
Mennis, Houston; L. M. Pearce, J. E. Pearce and C. F. Wil- 
liams of Goose Creek. 

The Economo Company, San Antonio; capital stock, $3,500; 
purpose, to manufacture a device for auto attachment or other 
internal combustion engine to supply mixture of air and 
vapor into intake manifold to mix with carbureted air; in- 
corporators, Charles H. von Bohenstein, Jules Dreyfus, F. W. 
Moore and F. Houck. 

_ Hapgood Oil Company, Henrietta; capital stock, $100,000; 
incorporators, A. B. Edwards, J. E. Dale, K. N. Hapgood, 
W. H. Myers and others. 

San Diego Oil & Gas Company, Benavides; capital stock, 
$100,000 ; incorporators, F. Stine of Henrietta; B. W. Fros of 

senavides; James M. Wells of Brownsville. 

_The Elm Creek Oil & Gas Company of Taylor, capital stock 
$5,000; incorporators, M. E. Athison, T. G. McConnell, F. S. 
Way and others. 

Laguna Oil Company, Houston, capital stock $100,000; in- 
porators, L. Davidson, G. M. Seaman and R. C. Duff. 

Amarillo Oil Company, Amarillo, capital stock, $10,000; in- 


corporators, M. C. Nobles, S. F. Sullenberger, F. J. Storm 
and others. 





Charter Amendments 


Charter amendments: Dixie Oil & Refining Company, San 
Antonio, increasing the capital stock from $115,000 to $200,000. 
The Grant Oil Company of Houston, changing denomination 
of shares from $25 to $100, but not changing the amount of 
capital stock. 

Humble-Tex Petroleum Company, Houston, increasing the 
capital stock from $100,000 to $150,000. 

Great Southern Oil Company, Houston, changing name to 
Hoffman Production Company; Capital Oil & Gas Company, 
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Houston, increasing. capital stock from $4,000 to $40,000; 
Bandera Independent Telephone Company, of Bandera, 1n- 
creasing capital stock from $1,200 to $3,000. 

Arcola Production Company, Houston; increasing capital 
stock .from $20,000 to $30,000. 

Eagle Production Company of Houston, changing name to 
Goose Creek Production Company and the par value of 
shares from $25 to $10. 

Holt Oil Company, Sour Lake, increasing. capital stock 
from $12,000 to $18,000. 





Permits to Do Business 


Permits to do business in Texas granted to The Federal 
Oil Company of Texas, Wilmington, Del., capital stock, $10,- 
000; headquarters in Texas at Wichita Falls. The Northern 
Iron & Oil Company, Minneapolis, capital stock $50,000; head- 
quarters in Texas at Houston. Damon Mound Petroleum 
Company, Houston, capital stock $25,000; incorporators, O 
S. Cunningham, Thomas C. Edwards, J. D. Jackson. 

Permits to do business in Texas granted to Minnesota Oil 
& Gas Company, Minneapolis, Minn., with capital stock of 
$42,400. Headquarters in Texas at Electra. 

Beacon Oil & Gas Company of Kansas City, capital stock 
$50,000; Texas headquarters at Sulphur Springs. 





Final Payment 


Proof of final payment of capital stock was filed by the 
Holt Oil Company, Sour Lake, capital stock $2,000; and the 
Signal, Snyder, Scurry County, capital stock $15,000. 





Dissolution 


Certificate of dissolution filed by the Temple-Moody Oil 
and Gas Company. 

Hoffman Goose Creek Company, Houston; Houston Deep 
Well Company, Houston. 





In Louisiana 


Baton Rouge, La., April 17—The following corporations 
were chartered by the State of Louisiana during the last 
30 days: 

Enterprise Oil & Mineral Company, New Iberia; capital 
stock, $50,000. H.S. Sealy, mayor of New Iberia, president ; 
A. Daigrea, vice president; W. C. Segura, secretary-treas- 
urer. The company has taken over the leases on the Voorhies, 
Emmer and Lewis tracts, which are largely in the limits of 
New Iberia. 

Marine Refining Company, Shreveport, La. To produce 
and refine petroleum, etc.; authorized capital, $500,000, which 
may be increased to $10,000,000; half of the capital subscribed 
and one-half the subscription paid in in oil leases and equip- 
ment. G. Gates Howard of Houston, president; H. R. Rat- 
cliff and W. A. Caplis, vice presidents; John C. Trichel, 


. treasurer; John J. Bird of Shreveport, secretary. 


Rosedale Oil & Gas Company. Henry S. Priest, 89 shares; 
Thomas Furlong, 15 shares; W. Blodgett Priest and Robert 
E. Moloney, 1 share each; Adolph Rosedale of Alexandria, 
La., 14 shares. To prospect for oil, gas, mineral substances, 
etc. Capital stock, fully paid, $12,000. 





In West Virginia 


The Continental Oil & Gas Company has been incorporated 
under the laws of West Virginia. The capital stock is $15,000. 
Incorporators: C. T. Hiteshaw, Harry O. Hitshaw, W. M. 
Smith, George H. Gordon and Charles A. Kreps, all of Par- 
kersburg. The Transylvania Oil & Gas Company of Hunt- 
ington, capital stock $50,000. Incorporators: David Fox, B. 
L. Priddie, G. A. Dotson, S. J, Lyman and N. M. Crawford, 
of Huntington. : 


Texas Company Charter Amendment Filed 


An amendment to the charter of The Texas Company, pro- 
viding for an increase in the company’s capital stock from 
$44,100,000 to $55,100,000, or an increase of $11,000,000, has 
been approved and filed by the Secretary of State of Texas 
at Austin. This increase was decided upon at a meeting of 
the stockholders held on November 14, 1916, and consum- 
mated at a meeting of the directors held on March 6, 1917. 

The number of shares was increased from 444,000 to 555,000 
at a par value of $100 each. 
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Following is a schedule: of credit balance quotations in 
all divisions as of May 10th: 


GULF COAST 
Ee eee $1.05 Markham ....... evavepi SO 
ee eee Oo eee 90 
er Se EY osesvwcverivnve 1.00 
EE tvdewssssoncwes | ee ree 1.00 
MRI Hc KGeina suk ew ek AED? “WSN: ciwiaccasstes wwe 1.00 
AP ccccens ssn wkeese 1.00 

NORTH TEXAS 
LOS a oe Se “BD -ivevrcensereseest $1.70 
PSORECAR: snxnncumnes ek 1.70 Corsicana, heavy ...... 95 
AWE iin iaesosmeweer 170 Gorsicana, light ....... 1.70 
SON cc nnucasaskcabent 1.70 
NORTH LOUISIANA 
eee $1.80 
Gate, Reavy: .6.scc0sn% Se ee 1.40 
EASTERN GRADES 
Pennsylvania ........+. $3.10 Somerset .............0: $2.20 
Mercer; black ....<.+-++ B99 Bapbemd ....ccccccscees 1.00 
GRID. cc couecccneap ess ee. “RORMREE sintiwoussceeees eee 
EE ink xncainenicnnncn ga 
CENTRAL WEST 

Nort: Ta: occ ssn. css Se SINE ik sckctenssag-ene ok $1.92 
Sout Gumia .......6<s4« BS PRANCRHON ...000:0000cceee 1.92 
SRAMID, coc decease hunni 176 “EAGLOGTNN  cinuwesecn snes 1.83 
WHIOOSIED - nevckbacuxk cass 2.18 

OKLAHOMA 
Cushing crude (Texas rer 90 

, aeneenr $1.95 All other grades........ 1.70 

Cushing (other Co.’s)... 1.70 ' 

CALIFORNIA 


Below is a schedule of Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia prices, effective since January 13, 1917. Agency prices 
are 1 cent per barrel more on each grade than Standara 
prices. 


Kern River, Midway-Sunset, McKittrick, Lost Hills- 
Belridge, Coalinga— 
14 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity....... $0.75 
18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity...... 74 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 24.9 de- 
grees gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 
25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 
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37 degrees to and iriclifditig 37:9 degrees gravity 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


Ventura County— 


25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity 92 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees: gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


i aiie 
1.07 


Whittier-Fullerton and Santa Maria Fields— 


16 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity 73 


18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity ...... 74 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees up to and inclusive of 24.9 degrees 
gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 


25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


ee 
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Local Stocks 


Quotations by the Houston Stock Exchange covering 
transactions for the week ending Thursday, May 10, 1917: 


1.07 











Name of Company | Par | Ask |Last Sale| High Low 











Associated Oil Co....... | 10.00; 10.00| 10.00) 10.00) 10.00 
Bankers Oil & Gas Co...| 10.00; 8.00} 10.00} 20.00; 10.00 
C’tral Goose Creek Co...| 5.00} 5.00} 5.00] 7.50! 5.00 
Ts a ee 100.00]....... | 100.00} 100.00) 100.00 
oe Ee eee oo 30.00} 30.00! 30.00 
Com. Oil Co..............| 50.00} 75.00} 50.00} 50.00] 50.00 
Deep Sand Oil Co........ 50.00} 250.00} 250.00) 350.00} 50.00 
Dixie Oil & Gas Co..... | 10.00} 7.50} 8.00} 20.00} 8.00 
Goose Creek Pet. Corp...| 50.00) 150.00) 150.00} 150.00, 50.00 
Graceland Oil Co......... 10.00} 10.00 10.00) 10.00, 10.00 
Great Southern Oil Co...} 10.00} 40.00; 40.00} 30.00) 2.00 
RARE AD ASO: 60's 0nx ewe ies beens | 20.00) 25.00} 20.00 
Houston Deep Well Co...} 10.00) = 7.50) = 7.50) 25.00, 5.00 
Houston Goose Creek Co.| 10.00} 7.50) = 7.50) 25.00} = 14.00 
Hoffman Oil & Ref. Co...) 10.00) 2.50; 2.00; 2.00! ~—-1.00 
| gt 6 yer | 100.00) 1200.00) 1000.00} 1000.00) 140.00 
Humble-S. Lake O. Ass’n,_ 10.00) 12.50; 12.50, 12.50) 12.50 
Humble Pet. Co. ........ | 10.00} 10.00} 8.00} 15.00} 10.00 
Humble-Tex Pet. ‘Co... 10.00} 10.00} 10.00} 10.00} 10.00 
Imperial Pet. Co......... | 10.00! 10.00} 10.00} 10.00} 10.00 
Jack Rose Oil Co........ | 50.00) 75.00) 60.00! 100.00! 60.00 
Nat’l Oil Drilling Co....| 100.00} 125.00} 100.00} 100.00} 100.00 
McWilliams Oil Co......| 10.00] 10.00] 10.00 10.00| 10.00 
National Oil & Gas Co..| 10.00; 6.00; 5.00) 15.00, 1.00 
Singleton Ranch Co...:. | 10.00} 10.00} 10.00} 10.00) 10.00 
Southern Pet. Co........ 50.00| 350.00} 285.00} 310.00} 70.00 
State Oil & Gas ........ 25.00; 25.00) 25.00} 25.00} 25.00 
West-Virginia Oil Co....) 50.00) 750.00) 500.00} 500.00} 50.00 











ADVANCES MADE ON OIL 
IN THE PIPE LINE 


Houston National Exchange Bank 


HOUSTON, TEXAS. 


RESOURCES $10,000,000.00 





OFFICERS 
HENRY S. FOX, Jr., 
President 
M. M. GRAVES, 
Vice President 
M. P. GEISELMAN, 
Vice President 
AUG. DE ZAVALA, |. 
Active Vice Pres. and Cashier 
MELVIN ROUFF, 
Asst. Cashier 
JAKE HURWITZ, 
Asst. Cashier 
L. D. HARMES, 
Asst. Cashier 
TOM McDONALD, 
Asst. Cashier 
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SAFETY FIRST! 
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One of Our Latest Units 





We can build all of our units so there is room for 
: an 8-inch brick wall between pump and engine 
= or motor. This eliminates all danger of engines 
ur motors setting fire to gasoline. All Pumps 
have the automatic take-up for wear feature, 
with capacities from 5 to 500 gallons per minute 


Blackmer Rotary Pump Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 








i a 


IILUAULUOOLUOUUUOULUULUAUULLILLI 


IUNLLNI 


MITT NU 
TTT MN 











RR cr HULL 


ANNUNUTOUNUTAUAUTAUAUTEATAUAUATUTAEAUT RETA 


MT 
























Use Hughes Tools with Your Rotary 
** All Over the Earth and Thru It’’ 


For Progressive 
Drillers 


WHO ARE SUCCESSFUL EVER YWHERE 


Hughes Rotary Bits 


DRILL BIT HAVE BEEN INDISPENSABLE 


] BECAUSE— 





of the Cutting and Crush- 


he _-~w> ing Power of these Cones 
CLEARANCE FOR + 
_ GRAVEL 40 PYRITES 


i, seutoen a with Hard Steel Teeth, 
. etoe\ Perfectly Arranged 


These cones, rotating in a true 

circle on hard formations, cut. 

where a Fish ‘Tail Bit, or an ordi- 

nary bit, would barely make an 

impression. ‘The bearings are al- 

ways in perfect lubrication, fur- 

nished by the Hughes 

saistaatiog oad Patent Lubricator — no 
BOd JONvAYRID friction — one set cones 


drilled 600 feet hard rock 


Note Liberal Clearance Space. No Balling Up 








The same cones are used on both the 
Old Reliable 


“Hughes Rotary Rock Bit” and “Hughes 
Patent Reaming Cone Bit” 


**Reams as it Cuts Hole’’ 





Write for any information. -- Use Hughes Tools with Your Rotary 








HOUSTON, HUGHES PATENT 


Hughes Tool Company fTrxasoY #8 











